f 


15 8 SEEN. 


„„ eur 


ate Lord Vikount BoLIN 1 5 4 


Several ANSWERS to 1 
d Monſ. Voltaire's Dx b g IF. N - ? 
8 AND 05 = 

The SUB E orf 8 "= 


SERIES of LETTERS to a ” No» Loans” . 


. 1 * y N 1 1 a, 4 > a” 4 Pp 
„ + * % ry = "> 2 
. - WD | — — — 7 3 * ; SOD 
« f * £ " * "a 3 b 4 ; * 
, . 8 a * „ * 3 2 7. : a 4 
1 * * a Pn In. er * — 


1 A * = * _ - 
N 4 . 3 £2 
: ”- a 778 2 S 


'B 
* - ” * . 2 
* — ds Y * 8 i 
a — 


"7 
< . * * 8 — 


a FREE - THIN:KER., < 425 8 


** 222 Rs * 


© Nothing can be more abſurd, than to take Opinions of the 7 2 e 


moment, and ſuch as concern us the moſt intimately, on LUST. ie oh 8 


Id Bolingbroke's Lett. to 


„„ Fan 3 
_ Printed for R. and J. Dops LEV, in Poli- al „ 1 


W Sold alſo by M. Coorkx, in Pater-nofter Row... nt 


\ 5 — N 
„„ + MDCELY, + ns 
AR a N - | + * . : k x * 3 
£ i » "ts 8 


* ” 
%, 7 FR, VT 
3:64 n 8 * * 9 : AA = 
>. * 3 A 12. » Wy p * ; - 8 : Fa 
\ . 2 > ; 
+ — * IR — 
1 . * 1 


3 * | 
*% 8 ” * . * . 
Is 1 Y 74 a 4 3 
T:% 2 8 
* 1 x Wei 4 
— * 
3 4 6 
$ v 
7 > 
« . © \ 
j c 
4 me 25 * K bs LY % , x 
1 * 4 . f * * 
* > = * 
* & . 3 5 
. - , ' 
WW EL. * r 
. : ph : 
"IS. "ST Hos bh * - * A - 
4. 2 
4 > 
* Þ % 4 
; | 5 F * N 0 s 
A = 
* * 
ba + yy . 
* 
, 


— 
55 


4 


# 
* 


A 
: — * 


12 % 4 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


OBSERVATIONS 


on THE 


2 


Laste Lord Ve Bor Nehnox - „ 
e K S, Se. 


LETTER 13 


Nev. 19th, I 753 
2h good Lord, 


Honour of ſending me Lord Bo- 


LINGBROKE's Letters on the Study and Uſe of 
' Hiftory, I was under ſuch indiſpenſable 
Obligations of Attention to other Subjects, 
that, before I could get time to read them, 
there appeared ſeveral Anſeers to them, ſome 
| by Men of Diſtinction in the learned World: - 
A Defence likewiſe of his Lordſhip, under 
the Name of a Writer as celebrated as Lord 


BOLINGBROKE'S OWN, has made its Appear- 


ance in French and Engliſh; and a "ence 
i -B 3 


HEN. your Lordſhip did me the 


. C 
> * 
- 
— 


for a . le time, on > both Sides, 325 
now enſued; ſo that it may be preſumed, 
that the World has already before it, not 
only what has, but what can be ſaid on 
| $4 Side. This one would have thought 
ſufficient for any one leſs curious than your 
Lordſhip ; but this it ſeems will not ſuffice, 
without my Thoughts, not only on the Let- 
ters, and the Anſwers, and the Defence, but 
on the Subjetts themſelves, and even on his 


Lordſhip's late Miſcellany. I cannot but 


| ſuſpeR; that your Lordſhip does this more by 
way of Puniſhment for my former Delay, than 
from the Hopes of any thing new-from me. 
But, if I muſt urite, it is ſome Alleviation, 
that your Lordſhip muſt read, read, and 
perhaps be diſappointed too, if you expect 
any thing farther from me chan Freedom of 
Thought. The only Thing I can be anſwer- 
able for, is, that, be my Thoughts what 
they will, they will be FREE, not awed by 
any illiberal Fear, and intirely diſengaged 
from all Prejudice with regard to Perſons 
and Things, 1 which there can be no 
=1 Freedom of Thinking, the Characteriſtic to | 
which I pretend, my Lord, to aſpire, His 
Lordſhip's Writings, on particular Politics, 
1 theſe Latten on Hiſtory, before and ſince, 


" I pro- 


. 
33 9 
' i * 


and the W riters againſt him”. 3 
I profeſs, my Lord, to have nothing ta do 
with; as the Subject is properly within your - 
The Man of Retirement cannot poſſibly ſee 
them in the Light the Man of Buſineſs 
does (a). 
(a) The READ ER (for that it ſeems is the Caſe at 
Preſent) is defited; as he goes along, to take notice of 
the Date of the ſeveral Letters, that he may diſtinguiſh 
which were written before the Publication of thoſe other 
poſthumous Pieces, with which the World "was not 
_ Blijfed, till the Edition of all Lord Bolingbrok#s Works in 
Vol. in 34. The net Works of this Edition, though 
printed off a conſiderable time before, waiting, it is ſai 
for. the Opinion of thei learned in the Law, on fome 
Coups d eclat in them, did not venture abroad publicly 
till the 6th of March 1754, a Day ſufficient! diſtin- 
guiſhed by another memorable Event, the Death of Mr; 
Pelham. This was about two Years after the Publica» 
tion of the Letters on Hiftory-; and between theſe two 
came out an 8 Miſcellany of ſome Pieces of particular 
Politics; and the Letter to Mr. Pope on Subjects of Phi- 
loſophy and Religion, which makes Part of the 3d Vol. 
of the 40 Edition. Theſe, as having been printed before, 
I*calt the Ol D Works, and theſe preceded this Part of 
theſe miſcellaneous Obſervations. Whatever in the 
Ne w Works coincides with the Subjects of the Old, 
which are treated in thefe Letters, of a Date prior to the 
Publication of the New, will be conſidered in Notes, as 
well as CRITICAL REMARKS en the Letters on Hiſtory, 
which did not appear till after the Edition in 4. In the 
Letters of a poſterior Date to March the 6th: 1754, the 
Subjects of the new Works will, in common with the 
eld, be conſidered in the Body of the Letters. 


1 I can- 


& 


4 Cntraf of Lord Botincsoxe, 


I cannot, in the firſt place, but obſerve to 
your Lordſhip, the manifeſt Superiority of 
Lord Bolingbroke to the Gentlemen who have 
appeared againſt him, in ſeveral Reſpects 

which relate to the Auchor- Character. 


Lord Bolingbrabe was a Man in al Relpects 
extraordinary, and his Character, without 
Diſpute, one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the 
preſent Age: With it he began his Appear- 
ance in public Liſe; he lived to the Middle 
of it; but his Name, and the Effects of his 
| | Writings, will, or I am much miſtaken, 
= live through it, and many Ages more. He 
| had fo great a Share in the political Affairs 
of this Nation, and indeed of Europe in ge- 
| | neral, in the Beginning of this Century, and 

made ſo conſpicuous a Fi igure in one of the 
moſt memorable Events of it, that he was 1 
univerſally known, and his great Abilities as 
univerſally allowed: Even thoſe who would 
not truſt the Man, admired, and indeed 
feared, his Abilities, He was beſides high in 
Rank, and antient in Deſcent; Circumſtances 
theſe which added Dignity to his Parts, at the 
ſame time that he was Maſter of a moſt cap- : 


| a Aaareſs. All theſe together give a 
| | peculiar 


and the Wri fers ade him. 


Peculi ar In rfluence to Lord Bolingbroke's Pe, 2 
f Inge, as oy did Charms to his . . 


Rank and Family perhaps youll think, my 
Lord, have nothing to do in a Caſe where 
' Truthonly is the Point in Queſtion : I allow 
they ought not; but, notwithſtanding, they 


often will ; eſpecially with thoſe, whoſe In- 1 


fluence is moſt extenſive; thoſe who enjoy 
the ſame ee of Birth and Rank. 
*Tis not always wha! is ſaid, but who ſays i it, 
to which the Attention' is paid; and your 
3 Lordſhips are ſubject to this Failing, as well 
as we common Readers. Both alike carry 


along with us, in our Reading, the Idea of 
the Author; which, if we have it not formed 


ready to our Hands, we form to ourſelves as 
we go along : Both are perhaps alike influ- 


enced with the Idea of a firſt-rate Genius, of 
extenſive Learning, pretty much alike with 
that of a polite Writer; but an Author of | 


9uality, we only reſpect, your Lordſbips 


feel; you conſider him as one of yourſelves, 


and imperceptibly almoſt to yourſelves, per- 


; haps impute his Diſtinction as an Author, as 
it really may in a good Meaſure be, to his Di- 
ſtinction as a Man of Quality. Nor will oppo- 


Ate Intereſts, eſ TY 4 time has pretty well 


wore 


hand of Lord Born GBROK E, 


wore out the Impreſſion, much weaken this in- 

finuuting Partiality. Was not your Lordſhip 
guarded againſt this Influence by a warm 
Love of Truth, you would be in Danger of 


being caught; though, in the laſt Age, a 


VERNEY, and a ST. Jon , fell, on, the ſame 


Day, in Intereſts directly oppoſite (4). But, 


abſtract from particular Circumſtances, when 
the Man of Genius, and the Man of Quality, 


| unite in forming the firſt Idea of the then, 


great is the [ nfluence i it has in general ; ; it en- 


4 e the Curioſity and Attention even. of an 


nemy; it infinuates a favourable Regard 
with the anprejudiced ; and carries a kind of 


: Pg pal Authority with every Reader prejudiced 
| in = of the Man, or the Tenets, 


What "PAR then, over "ths Antago- 


niſts, has Lord Bolingbroke \ in this Prevention 


of the Reader in favour of the Author! I 


well know how fond we all are naturally. of 
ourſelves, of the Reputation of Parts and 


Abilities ; ; Authors eſpecially. I know none 

(3) Among the Slain of Diſtinction, at the Battle of 
Eg ge-bill, were SIR EDMUND VERNEV of the Royal 
Party ; ; of the Parliament's Side LoxD ST. Joan of 
Blitſoe, a Branch collateral to the Line of the late Lord 
Bolingbroke, who was directly deſcended from Cromwel's | 
Chict  Juftic St. Join, 

of 


* 


and the Writers againſt bim 7 
of the Gentlemen, but by Name, and their 
Anthor- Character; and yet I dare ſay for 
them, that there is not one of their Number, 
whopretends to vie with Lord Bolingbroke in 
the Fame of Genivs and PagTs. If there 
be, he will ſcarce find another Man in the 
two Kingdoms that ro enough to do 
the ſame. And to the No x AUTHOR, to 
that Aſſemblage of reſpectful Ideas, to the 
Forming of which the Dignity of a long 
Deſcent of Anceſtors contributes, as well as 
bis own, what have the Writers againſt Lord 
Bolingbroke to oppoſe, but the per ſonal empty 
Title of TE REVEREND, a Title which ex- 
Cites Ideas of Contempt, inſtead of Reverence, 
with thouſands, and thoſe not confined to 
the lower Claſſes of. Life; who, as ſoon as 
they ſee The Reverend gracing the Title- 
page (c), will throw away the Book, ay the . 
s . intereſt- 1 


(c) So graced has been the 2 of every Anſwer 
I intend not here occaſional flying News-Papers), that 

| hath come to my Knowlege, except ſome anonymous 
Remarks on the Letters on Hiſtory, a little Piece, pub- | | 
liſhed in a Month after them. Theſe Anſwers are from 4 
Ireland, thoſe of the Lord Biſhop of Clagher, and Dr. | 
Lelandy Paſtor, as I am informed, of a diſſenting Con- 2 
gregation at Dublin, who has been an Apologiſt for | i 
Chriſtianity, againſt the Free Mriters, for theſe 1'wenty * 
Years paſt.— In England, the Pieces of the Reverend 5 
Meſſieurs Harvey and Mhalley, and a Sermon in Defence : 


of 


» 
4 


8 Contraſt of Lord BoLincsroxs, 
- intereſted Work of ſome mean Hireling ; and 
' ſhould they have Curiofity enough to read 
Part, the Idea of the Parſon, with all the 
lovely Images, which are in their Minds aſ- 
ſociated to it, will faithfully wait upon the 
Author through every Page. ENG 


of the Sacred Hiſtory, by Mr. Lemoine, which I would 
not be underſtood to include in the following Reflections; 
as a Sermon, without the Preacher, would be a kind of 
Abſurdity, beſides a mere Afefation of Modeſty, as ri- 
diculous as uſeleſs, ſince the very Title of Sermon would 
imply what Find of Hand it came from: Nor ought 
theſe Reflections to be applied to the learned Dr. Shuck- 
ford, who, in the Preface to his Creation and Fall of 
Man, &c. a Piece to which he was obliged to ſet his 
Name, has ſome Strictures on Lord Bolingbroke. | 


Juſt as this Part was going to the Preſs, a View of 
Lord Bolinbroke*s Philoſophy appeared: The Author of 
which, though he has, for Reaſons obvious enough, con- 
cealed his Name, has yet left the Marks of himſelf too 
ſtrong to be miſtaken. The Reaſons, that lead him to 
conceal the one, ſhould certainly have prevailed on him 

to /uppre/s the other. The firſt Part of the View of 
the Philoſophy, was to be a View of the TEMPER of the 
Philoſopher, and the whole happens to be ſo too of the 

Authors. Would his Reaſoning have had leſs Weight, 
if he had kept himſelf, as he ſeems to have intended, 
quite out of View ? | tee no better Excuſe for both, than 
the Naturam expellas furca-licet, uſque, recurrit. That 

the Temper however is not to be imputed to the Pro- 

Feſſion, am, in Juſtice to it, as well as the Authors 
above - named, who have ſhewed, that Decency and good 
Temper are not imcompatible with it, obliged to own. 


Moethinks 


a the We riters aut bum. 9 


Methinks 1 ow your Lead ions wartn- 
1 into Indignation, and exclaiming, that 
this is childiſb Averfion, arrant Bigotry, im- 
moral. I allow it all, my Lord; but ſtill I 
aſk; Is not this the real, the known Caſe? 
Are there not thouſands of ſuch, -and thoſe- 
thouſands the Perſons for whoſe Uſe Eſpect- 
ally theſe Reverend Gentlemen write, or 
ought to write? To what Purpoſe then is 
ſhocking the Prejudices of, theſe Men, by 
appearing in a Character the moſt likely to 
defeat the very End of Writing, to prevent 
them from Reading at all what is written, or 
reading it with the Gandour they ought. If 
they are Children, in the Name of Huma- 
nity, let them be treated as Children; let 
the Pill be gilded for them. In this Caſe not 
only the Name, the Profeſfion, but that man- 
ner of Writing, every thing indeed, which is 
moſt likely to betray the Profeſſion, and ex- 
Cite the Nauſea, ought to be covered, and 
kept out of Sight. Nor is a RiGuT Reve- 
 REND treated with much more Regard, nor 
the Title always accompanied, in the Mind 
of a Reader, with its proper Attendants, Ideas: 
of - ſuperior Learning, Abilities, or Merit. 


x „„ Men therefore; my Lord, 
Cc . might 


10 Contraſt of Lord BorIN ROE, 
might, with as much Propriety, appear at 
the Theatre in the Cloak and Band, the Gown 

and Caffock, or the Lawn Sleeves, as come 
forth in Pontificalibus to convert a Circle of 

Infidels, . or Sceptics. The one Cuſtom has 

made an Impropriety, but the Nature of 

Ti . the other. Tr” 


; But ſuppoſe his Lordſhip' 8 to 
write only to one half of thoſe they ought, 
not to thoſe who are already Unbelievers, but 
to thoſe only who are in Danger of being 
made ſo byjLord Bolingbrole's Writings ; and 
the Prejudices of theſe are not ſo ſtrong: 
therefore the Abſurdity is not ſo great, with 
reſpect to them; but ill, in proportion to 
the PxEJuUDICEs is the ABsURDITY. Even 
with the Unprejudiced, would not the Argu- 
ments have had their Weight, unleſs it had - 
been known from whom they came? Indeed 
this Way of ConseEcrATING a Work can 
have no Influence, but with thoſe who are in 
no Danger of being ſeduced; and ſure theſe 
Gentlemen did not write to thoſe who have 
no need of it, and forget thoſe who have. I he 
Anti- Writers to his Lordſhip, have therefore 
_ miſtaken their Road at firſt ſetting out; un- 
luckily their TITLE-PAGE is an Aſwer to 
—— : | the 


25 


and tbe Mriters againſt him. 11 
the Book. In ſhort, the appearing thus bares 
faced, when the Point is to reclaim, or even 
obviate, Infidelity or Scepticiſm, may ſerve 
indeed. the WRITER himſelf, may gratify 
Views of Vanity, or Intereſt, but can never 
ſerve the Caosr't in which he appears. 


15 Sis bet two Reaſons, wich ** to 
the PuBLic, for which an Author ought to 


ſet his Name to his Work: One, when he 


bears . Teſtimony to any Fact; for, in ſuch 
Caſes, the Credibility of the Teſtimony de- 


pends in a great Meaſure upon the Character 


of the Man : The other, when the: Name 


will give Authority to the Work, with thoſe 
for whoſe Uſe it is deſigned. The other Rea- 
ſons are PRIVATE, and the End in View a 


Man's Self, Intereſt, or Fame: Neither to 


be condemned, but both to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the Love of Truth, and Deſire of bene- 
fiting the Public. Theſe may lead a Man to 


publiſh, but not his Name. That he does for 
his own Sake, and often to his Diſappoint- 
ment, eſpecially when he writes for Fame. 
Author-Glory is a very inſinuating Paſſion, 
and I am far from condemning it; the Glory 


is often truer and greater, and almoſt always 


more beneficial to Mankind, than the more 
C 2 glaring 
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glaring one of Conqueror, than the Triumphs 
of an Alexander, or a Ceſar. But, as the 
| Nome of the Author beſpeaks ſome Degree 
of Opinion, which he has of himſelf, or his 
Performance (or he muſt be an impudent 
Fellow indeed), the anonymous Writer of a 
good Piece, beſides the Merits of the Piece 
in 'common with the other, which charms 
the more, the more deſerving the Piece is, has 
that of a Mind raiſed above all Conſiderations 
of elf, and greatly ſerving Mankind, far the 
Sale of Mankind alone. The anonymous 
Manner is beſides the Aſylum | of the too drf= 
fident ; at the worſt it ſecures Forgiveneſs ; 
whereas the Author, who ſets his Name to 
an inſignificant Piece, ſub/cribes fo his. own 
Folly, in the Face of all the World, and can- 
not eſcape Ridicule. — Now-and-then we 
meet with an awkward kind of Modeſty, and 
Fondneſs for the Autbor- Character, blended 
together, which leads the Writer to ſet only 
his Mark to his Work, as the Farmer does 
to his Sheep, for Fear it ſhould ſtray into an- 
other Man's Flock, and not be known wwho/e 
it is. I have ſmiled, and been ſorry, to ſee an 
J. H. or a C. S. at the Head of an excellent 
Piece, whoſe only Fault perhaps has been the 
Initials of the e. | In the oppoſite 
Extreme, 


and the Writers aguinſi him. 13 
Extreme, to all this Aurbor-Janity, is that 
Over Modeſty, you Yu excuſe me, my Lord, K 
which, out of too much Reverence for the 


Public, or too much Diffidence of one Sſelf, 
not only conceals the Author, but with-halds 


the Work from the Public. This Modeſty, 
for the Sake of a NoBLE Lorp I honour 
much, I would forbear to cenſure, if I could 
but I muſt obſerve, that one Extreme is at 
leaſt harmleſs, and if the Piece does not en- 
tertain, the Author however diverts, the 
Public; when, in the other, * a , = 
Week! Has bean loſt. 15 


1 to ehe Reverend * who- have 
given Occaſion to theſe Reflections, tho a 
Free-thinker, 1 ought not, I cannot indeed 
impute particular aß tives to Men to whom 
] am a Stranger ; I will therefore allow them 
the beſt, It may be 4 ifantereſted Zeal for the 
Religion they teach, therefore let it be. 1 
would not impute it to a Deſire of Fame in 
the Author-way, or even to that of confeſſing 
their Lord before Men, becauſe both J con- 
ceive would imply Vanity. To enter the 
Liſts unmasbed, in order to break a Spear with 
Lord Bolingbroke, would ſcarce eſcape that 
Cenſure; and, as to confeſing their Lora, 
Who calls them to the k To ſuppoſe that 


his 


his Cauſe would ſuffer, unleſs their Names 


| appeared in the Defence of it, is ſure too 


much for even DR. LELAanD, or my LorD 
of CLoGHER (a), Veterans as they are. In 
a Word, my Lord, let the Motive of Lord 
Bolingbroke's Antagoniſts be pure Love of 
their Religion, unſullied with every lower 


Conſideration, let it be quite a Dove- like 
Simplicity of Heart, they have certainly for- 


got the other half of their Maſter's Com- 


mand, and not troubled their Heads about 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent, This too, my 
Lord, I would, with the ſame Candor I 


hope to maintain thro” the whole, impute to 


the moſt favourable Cauſe, Inattention, Inat- 


tention to that, which has not hitherto indeed 


had that Attention paid to it by the Learned, 


which is, on Account of its extenſive In- 
' fluence in Life, due to it; that kind of com- 
pound Memory, which we call, and juſtly, 
 Aﬀſeciation of Ideas, in which the Prejudzces, 
that make the Impropriety I have been con- 
demning, have their Foundation. 
(c) It may be thought, perhaps, that the Freedom of 


a certain Eſſay, imputed to this learned Prelate, might 
recommend a Work that bore his Name, to the favour- 


able Attention of Lord Belingbroke's Friends. In this 
View, as the Name might have the Authority before- 
mentioned, his Lordſhip muſt be underſtood to be ex- 


empted from this Cenſure. 


Ip 


I mean 


and the . riters againſt bim. 15 


I mean not here, my Lord, that too little - 


Attention has been paid to the A ociation of 
our Ideas, as it may ſubſerve to the forming 
a mechanical ideal Scheme of the Neceſſity 


of human Actions: Too much Attention, for 


the Intereſts of Society, has been lately paid 
to it in that View ; as every Scheme of Ne- 

ceſſity, however palliated, will ſooth even 
the worſt Vices of our Natute : But I intend 
ſuch a Conſideration of it as will go no far- 


ther than the /ure Foundations of Experience, 


as will open to us ſuch a Knowlege of human 
Nature, as will enable us to correct and ob- 
viate, not only bad moral Habits, but men- 
tal Prejudices, which indeed are only a Spe- 


cies of the other; and ſuch a Confideration 


of the „ of Ideas, which is a kind 
of neceſſary Organam to Free-thinking, and 


may, I think, be placed among the Defiderats | 


of Learnin g. 


But I am running - ow my Subject: A 
little expatiating of this kind however your 


Lordſhip will the more eaſily excuſe; as you 


muſt needs have my Thoughts on the Subjects 
themſelves, .that come in our Way, as well'as 
on the Authors; and J pretend to nothing 
" above 


-” 
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above the miſcellaneous Writer, who may be 


allowed to indulge thechit-c hat manner, with- 
out any Breach of Character. To return to 


Lord Bolingbroke, and his Antagoniſts. 


Lord Bolingbroke s Style is as much ted. 


to induce Perſuafion, as his great Parts and 


Luality are to engage Attention. A Style 
maſterly and brilliant, interſperſed with the 
Obſervations of the Man of Experience, and 


the Man of fine Senſe, great Vit, and an 


abounding eaſy Imagination, an enlivening 


Sirit, that glows thro the Whole, and en- 


tertains with all the Y. artety ſometimes of the 
terſe Attic, at other times of a /uxuriant 
Abatic Elegance, now laboured and orna- 


mented, then plain and fimple, with Antithe- 


Jes enough to ſeaſon, not ſatiate, cannot fail 


of charming every Reader of 7. aſte, To op- 


poſe te this a fimple Style, plain Senſe, and 


dry Reaſoning, is either not to know  one's= 
ſelf, or the World. Tis writing to thoſe 
who only reaſon, that is indeed writing only 
to thofe, who do not want it. For, if Lord 


Bolingbroke has been guilty of falſe Reaſon- 
ing and Inconſiſtence, the Men of this Cha- 


racter want no Help to detect it; they will 
diſcover it thro” all the Glare of Eloquenoes 


| Thoſe, | 


} | 


288 


| fully ſenſible e how much I want it. 


and the Writers againſt him. 17 
Thoſe who are moſt likely to be e, 


who are deceived by being entertained, are 


the Men who want Help. Ds. LELAND's 


Style is chaſt and pure, Mr. V, halley's terſe 


and equal; but, to entertain like Lord Bo- 
LINGBROKE, a Man muſt have the Variety 
and Sirit of Lord Bolingbroke. 1 TY 


Another Arai and that a great one, 


which his Lordſhip has, and will have, over 


thoſe who write againſt him, is this; that his 


Work lay by for the Poliſh, if he thought it 
wanting, twice nine Years: ; Whereas their 
Pieces, in the very Nature of them, mult be 
ſo far from admitting of the HoRaTIAN RE- 
view, that they can be but little more 


than EXTEMPORE Performances. Your Lord- 


ſhip will eaſily ſee, and therefore it fignifies 


nothing to endeavour to conceal it, chat 1 
have here an Eye to myſelf, as well as Lord 
Bolingbroke's Antagoniſts, and am making my 
own Apology : I own it, my Lord; and am 


| If + we paſs on to Lord Bolingbrok#s a ace 
quired Abilities, we find another Source of 


that great Influence, which his AurTHORIT Y, 


they ſay, has on the Minds, more eſpecially 
D of 


by as ff 2X I J =p 
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18 Contraſt of Lord BOLINGBROKE, | 
of the younger among the Nobility, and 
People of Condition ; an Advantage, in which 


this noble Lord's Friends cannot but glory, 


as it will ſo powerfully engage the r:/ng Ge- 


neration in the Cauſe, at the Head of which 


the Name of Lord Bolingbroke has the Ho- 
nour of being placed. He has been cele- 
brated, as a Man of IMMENSE READING, by 
his Friends and Defenders, as a Man who 


had read almoſt every-thing, as having a vaſt 
Store of Literature (a) ; and no Wonder this, 
ſince he had à prodigious Memory, and re- 


tained whatever he read, and that, in ſo An- 


gular a manner, as to make it intirely his 


own (b). And indeed the Titlis of LEARNED 


is almoſt as common as Lyrdſhip, and that 


with Enemies as well as Friends: And ſuch 
is the Candor of the Gentlemen, who have hi- 


therto wrote againſt him, that they have done 


more than his warmeſt Friends to eſtabliſh 


the Opinion of his Lordſhip's diſtinguiſhed 
Learning. Texplain myſelf, 


AUTHORITY has a greater Weight with 


moſt of us, than we are aware of ourſelves ; 
and indeed with thoſe 7, who boaſt it to 


(a) Peltaire's Defence, En 41% Tran. p. 
—B vie Life, p. 26. ö 


have 


and the Writers againſt him. 19 
have the leaſt. Lord Bolingbroke's is great, 
as a Man of diſtinguiſhed Genius and Quality ; 


we are charmed with his Style, as we read, 
and admire more: But what is more than all 


this, and gives the greateſt Authority to theſe, 


Letters, is the ſtriking Appearance of an ex- 
tenſive Knowlege of Antiquity, and a maſterly 
Critique on the greateſt Writers, antient and 
modern, that lie within his Subject; the con- 
temptible Figure, which the moſt celebrated 
Names among the Lear e make, in Com- 
pariſon of ſo great a Maſter of Antiquity, 


Morals, Politics, nay Divinity too; the ſu- 


perior manner in which he decides on Points 
that come before him. Any one who was 
hardy enough to encounter Lord Bolingbroke, 
ſhould therefore certainly have firſt applied 
himſelf to obviate the Preventions in his Fa- 
your, which give him ſo greatly the Advan- 
tage, and that eſpecially, which gives the 
greateſt, and which indeed can beſt be ob- 


viated. Great Parts will force Admiration 
with Old as well as Young. You cannot 


hinder the Man of Quality from being ſuch, 
or a noble Author from drawing Attention 
from the very Phenomenon. With reſpect 
to Style, Mr. Hervey has obſerved indeed ſe- 
veral Inaccuracies in Lord Boſingbreke's, and, 
 - WI I own, 


* 


— 


20 Contraſt of Lord Bol ix cROR E, 
I own, juſtly enough; but what will this 
avall with his Lordſhip's admiring Reader ? 


He will treat all this as only nibbling at the 
Negligences of a great Genius, whilſt that 


Learning, and that ſuperior manner, OK 


! in Admiration. ; 


Noo what, my Lord, has been done to ob- 


viate this grand Prevention in favour of Lord 

- Bolingbroke, that of ſuperior Learning? If his 
Lordſhip's Erudition be dre t as it appears, 
in the Name of Truth, the Honours be 
paid to it, which are due to it. Reaſoning 
is then their only Reſource. If it be only 
' Appearance, in the Name of that God and 
Religion, whoſe Cauſe they ſay they are 
pleading, let it be ſhewn to be only Ap- 


pearance : Let his Lordſhip be ſtripped of 


the Lion's Skin , and the 4/5 be expoſed. 


If nothing is done, it will juſtly be con- 
cluded, that nothing can be done; the pre- 


judiced Reader will be confirmed in his Pre- 


judices, and the Cauſe, they undertake to 
defend, muſt ſuffer for the Defences of it. 


Give me Leave at preſent, for your Lord- 
ſhip's Eaſe, to ſtop here; and in my next 


_ Letter, conſecrated to the Defence of this 
3 * 5 


1 tbe IF ri riters against kim. 21 
great Man's Learning, I ſhall examine all 


that has been ad to it hitherto. 


Forgive me, my Lord, any Eihertics I 
may have taken, and believe me to be, 


Nour Loraſnmp's obliged, 5 1 
obedient, bumble Servant, 


* * * * + * * 
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Defence of Lord BoLinGBROKE's Learning, 


"I all {as ons hitherto made. | 


liebe 151%, 175 3 
My Lord, 


N the Contraſt of Lord Bolingbroke, _ 
his Antagoniſts, in my former Letter, I 


dare ſay your Lordſhip will do me the Juſtice 


to own, that I have been guilty of no In- 
Juitice to the latter, and in the Preference, 
given to the former, have given him no more 
than his Due. From that great Man's Ge- 


nius, Rank, Deſcent, Style, we are now to 


proceed to his Learning: Out of a great 
deal which has been ſaid of his Lordſhip's 
great Learning by his Friends J have pro- 
duced very little; as I ſaid that his Enemies 
had done more than his warmeſt Friends to 
eſtabliſh the Opinion of it ; which undoubt- 
edly they have, if they have done nothing 
ap it. How little it 1s, Which they have 

done, 
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A Defence of, &c. 23 
done, is the Buſineſs of this Letter, conſe- 
crated to the Defence of Lord Bolingbroke's 


Learning, to ſhew. 


Of the Writers, who have already ap- 


peared againſt his Lordſhip, none have I 
think called in queſtion his Learning, but a 
Right Reverend Prelate (a). The Sum of 
CE the 


(a) Since the Writing of this, a Piece has appeared, form- 
ed on the very Plan, to prove that Lord Bolingbroke has 
no Learning at all, the Aim of which does not ſeem to be ſo 
much to enter into the Merits of the Argument, as to 
ce expoſe the Conceit and Ignorance of the Letter Writer,” 
i. e. his Lordſhip (Pref. to Critical Remarks upon the 
late Lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the Study and Uſe of 
1 This Critic has ſhewn ſome Learning, and 
ſome Wit, tho* ſeldom of the LIBERAL kind, much 
Zeal, and little Decency : He underſtands Greet and 
Hebrew better than Lord Bolingbroke, and inſults him 
moſt inſufferably on the Occaſion: He objects dogma- 
tizing to him, and every where moſt magiſterially dog- 
matizes himſelf ; deals more in Particplars extran/ic to the 
main Point, than in thoſe intrinſic x6 it; and in cavil- 
ling at the Zxpreſſion, than entering into the Intention 
of the Author; and often employs Repartee, ſometimes 
with, and ſometimes without Foundation, inſtead of Ar- 
gument, This I think neceſſary to obſerve in the Cha- 
racter of a Defender of Lord Bolingbroke, 85 
But, as a Free-thinker, I muſt take notice, that the learn- 
ed Critic may poſſibly have done this only in Compliance 
with the manner of Cr:tici/m he hath aſſumed. If ſo, he 


| is not to be condemned for preſerving the Character, but 


for judging ill in aſſuming that Character. The Bent- 
leian manner may do well with the heavy, with the anony- 
wmous Writer, with a COLLINS, but is badly ſuited to a 


Wrirer 
f 


f — 


ne, 
the Objections, including all the Minutiæ, 
made to Lord Bolingbroke on this Head, is a 

— | Miſnomer © 


Writer of diſtinguiſhed Fame, to a Piece which bears the 
Name of a Man of Quality, to a BoLINGBROKE. The 
"Caſe required a more delicate Turn of Wit, a politer 
Treatment; and if the Author, with his Death-doing 
Hand, thought it neceſſary to fetch a Bolingbroke down, 
the Pink of the Rapier, which will do the Buſineſs every | 
bit as well, certainly was more becoming his Lordſhip's 1} 
Character, and Rank in Life, than the Pole-ax of the A 
Butcher. The Reader will beſt judge of the manner, by I 
a Specimen, and which indeed will, at the ſame time, 23 
ſerve as an Anfaver to a great Part of the Book. He 
e afterwards pretends to have ſtudied the Greet and Ro- 
e nan Authors deeply, but who will believe his Lordſhip ? 
| «© He /ets up viſibly with only a little Latin, more 
«© French, and ſome Italian; which is the Reaſon, we 
ce preſume, that he quotes his Greek from Latin Tranſ- 
©« [ations, and his Hebrew Authors from the Engliſh. 
And no Wonder therefore, that his Lordſhip fre- 
« quently blunders, (J at Pardon, his Quality requires 
„ Trips, or makes faux pas) in citing ſuch antiquated 


1 % Authors.” Crit. Rem. p. 7, 8.—* I uſe Caſaubon's 

1 1 „ Tranſlation of Polybius, (Bol. Lett. on Hiſt. 8 vo, p. 

n f 34.) © His Latin Lranſlation? Why would not his 

. | « Lordſhip vouchſaſe an Eng/i/ Verſion from the Greek © 
I Original? But the Reader will pleaſe to obſerve}, » 7 
pf e that thoſe his Lordſhip calls Greek Hiftorians, are 
| « written in Latin (and commonly ſtiled) ' Tranſlations 

i < of the Greek, and are not always faithſul ones,” p. 

if 18, 19.—** Egyptian Church, as he calls it, out of I- 


— a. PRIN 
- OT mad 


_— r 


e norance of what a Church means,” p. 23; and, after 
mentioning Lord Bolingbrate's Citation of S uidas from Po- 
0 Iyhiſtor in Latin, „“ but alas for my Lord, poor Suidas 


£4 
7 


i. *© wwrote in Greek, not in Latin,” p. 59. ; as if my poor 
i Lord did not know that Suidas wrote in Greeb. Such a_ 
i manner, tho' it may raiſe a Laugh among his Lordſhip's 
ö b 3 | z⁊calous | 
| 


* 


Lord BolincBroOKE's Learning. 25 
Miſnomer or two, Copkx ALEXANDRINUS 


for the CRRONICON ALEXANDRINUM, or 
VzTps 


zealous Enemies, muſt, one ſhould imagine, from the 
mere Impropriety and [ndecency of it, be diſguſiful to 
every Man of Taſte, Friend or Foe; but muſt ſurely be 
ſo to his Lordſhip's Admirers : Notwithſtanding, the 
Critic, as if he thought the beſt Way of converting them, 
was to treat them with Contempt, as well as his Lordſhip, 
ſays, „ Suppoſe we ſhould let his few Admirers into 
& what is probably a & ret to them at preſent ; I mean, 
<< that there were in thE World, and among others beſides 
the Jets, two other Tranflations, or Copies, of theſe 
«© Books of Moſes | That the Copy he here means was 
no Secret to Lord Bolingbroke, the Critic might have 
known from Vol. 3. p. 277, 4**], “long before the 
« Verſion of Alexandria in Ptolomy's Reign, p. 56. 
And again, p. 23, © His Lorſhip's Admirers (F ary 
* zow remain)”, &c. How abounding the good Critic's 
Za] to take ſuch Pains about /o few Admirers of Lord 
Bolingbrafe, or even without kHowing, if any remained! 
And indeed, if fo, he need not mind much what Aind of 
Pains he took about them. But (Triumph apart), he 
is of another mind afterwards, and, from the Appre- 
henſions of Miſchief likely to enſue, cloſes his Piece 
with that, as his Reaſon for “ replying to, and, if ne- 
«« ceſlary, expoſing the Weakneſs of the Malice of ſuch 
„ Writers, though, like the vain, curious, and noify, 
«© Apion, they are gone firſt out of the World,” 
If it be urged, that Lord Bolingbrote, who has been 
guilty of ſuch Treatment of others, deſerves the ſame 
himſelf; I aſk, if ſuch Treatment be Indecency in Lord 
| Bolingbroke, is it not ſo in another? Was the Critic's 
Motive Reſentment againſt the Dead, or the good of the 
Living The former he dares not own, and the Living 
will ever think, in Writing, as well as Behaviour in ge- 
neral, in polemic, as well as other Writing, that ant 
of Decency, is Want of Senſe, = Author of the Visw 
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VꝝErus CHRONICON, mentioned in Syncellus, 


+ (for tho' fomething is miſtaken, it is not 
Þ 8 8 agreed 
1 or Lord BoILIN GBROEK E' PHILOSOPHY muſt alſo 
F take a Share of this to himſelf, whenever Reſentment, or 
[3 Zeal, makes him fling off the decent Veil of Irony, which 
i becomes him well enough, and appear bare-faced. 
f Be this as it will, there is one thing very ſingular, that 
Ji in a Work wrote on Purpoſe to expsſe Lord Boling- * 
$4 broke's Ignorance, beſides ſuch general Sarcaſms as ap- 3 
i pear above, which, how bluſtering ſoever they look, * 
N are mere Wind, and weigh but little in the critical 3 
1 Scale, therg are no more Particulars brought to evince oy 
4 it (for Miſrepreſentation is one thing, Ignorance . 7 
i another), than were before, but one or two mere Xx 
11 _ _ "Slips of Memory of one Name for another, and one 1 
Wt Piece of Plagiariſm. So that this Critic is more E 
iy, likely to confirm the World in the Opinion of Lord "I 
# B5lingbroke's Learning, than to leſſen it. 4 
it I muſt, however, in Juſtice to the Author, and the 3 
IM Character to which I aſpire, acquaint the Reader, that 4 
4 tho? this Critic has ſometimes ſuffered Contra liction to 4 
1 Lord Bolingbroke to run him into Miſrepreſentation in A 
i the contrary Extreme (as in the Caſe of Socrates, p. E 
it | 22. the Extent of the Dominion of the Fews, p. 38, 5 3. 3 
1 and the Greeks being acquainted with the Hebrews by 1 
44 Cadmus, p. 40); though he does not appear to be ac- 3 
= quainted enough himſelf with ſome Subjects, to know @ 
the Truth, and yet imputes Ignorance in them to Lord 3 
Bolingbroke (es in the Caſe of the Chronicon Alexandri- 1 


num, p. II. Strabo, p. 30. &c.) ; yet there are ſeveral 
Things in it worthy the Notice of Lord Bolingbroke's 
Friends ;. and in particular a learned and fair Solution of 
Moso Polyhiftor's female Lawgiver among the Hebrews, 
Whatever is juſtly or unjuſtly objected to his Lordſhip, 
of any Moment, through the whole, will be taken no- 
tice of as we go along; and the Particulars, above 
hinted at, which reſpect his Lordſhip's Learning, in the 
Notes of this Letter. e 


Lord BolIxGRROR ENV Learning. 27 
agreed what); GEORGE the Monk for. 


' GrorGE SYNCELLUS. This is a Miſtake 


obſerved by Mr. Yhalley, but the Miſtake 
lies in Mr. Whalley, not his Lordſhip ; for 


George the Monk, and George Syncellus, 


were the ſame, not two different Perſons. 


If theſe Things betray more Ignorance than 


Miſtake, the Ignorance ought to have been 
dragg'd out into open Day-light, and ex- 
poſed; too much Candor in this Caſe is be- 
traying the Cauſe, Lord Bolingbrote relates 
a ſilly Tale, which he believes he read in 
JosEPHUs ; he ſhould have ſaid EuskBIUus; 
a Miſtake which the good Prelate very can- 
didly excuſes (b).,-—Lord Bolingbroke ſays, 
5 „ of 


(5) Lord Bolingbroke, in his Reflections on Exile, re- 
fers for the ſame Story, to PRocoprus. The Critical 
Remarks, without any notice of the Biſhop, ſay It is 
ce in neither (Joſephus or Procopius), but in Euſebius, 
p. 18. The Truth of the Caſe is, that Procopits has 
a good deal about this Agberus, and ſo has Euſebius, but 
the Story of the wild Beaſts, each running to his native 
Earth, here referred to, is only in Euſebius.—In the 
Reflections on Exile, 8 Edition, p. 273, Ariſtides had 
got into the Place of Phocion; in the 4 Edition the 
Story is given to the right Owner. A Correction, 
which the ſame Remarks chooſe rather to place to the 
Account of the pious Editor, than the Author. Lord 


Bolingbroke ſays, p. 88. Edition 89%. © Foſephus pre- 
<< tended, that Theopampus, &c.” 5 This Story,” ſay 


the Remarks, p- 575 66 js not Fofephus's, but Ariſteeus's, 
as is plain from the Original quoted in Eufeb. Prep. 
| E 2 


28 A Defence of 8 

of the Dynaſties of MAN ET Ho in EuskBius, 
& Je have, we know no more of them; my 
Lord of Clogher ſays, © if Lord Bolingbroke 


s had read JosEphus, whom, nevertheleſs, 


he 


cc Evang. The Critic, in the Note preceding, deſires 
the Reader to take notice of Lord Bolingbroke's little 


Words, and ambiguous Words; I muſt defire him to do 


the ſame Thing of the Ends of the Critic's Words, and 
the Ambiguity of them. The obvious Senſe of them is, 
that Lord Bolingbroke had made another Faw pas.in the 
Name of the Author, and that the Story was not in Jo- 
ſephus, as Lord Bolingbroke had Gd but in a Citation 
from Ariſtæus in Euſebius. But is not the Story in Fo- 
ſephus, as Lord Bolingbroke relates it? Ihe Critie might 
certainly have read it there, if he had pleaſed, not indeed 
in the 15th Book, as his Lordſhip had cited it, but in the 
12th. What then do the. Words Ari/tzus's and Joſe- 
' phus's mean? That the Story originally was not Foſe- 
- phus's, but Ariftzus's ? This indeed is true, as appears 
not only from the Citation in Euſebius, but, to let the 
Critic into the Secret, in Ariſtæus, or Ariſtæas, as he is 
more generally called, himſelf ; whoſe intire Piece has 
been ſeveral times publiſhed. From that Jeſephus took 
the Account, and, tho' he took it from him, gave it us 
as his own, without any mention of 4r;/#as. So the 
Miſtake, which the Critic would impute to his Lord- 


ſhip, is no Miſtake in him If there be any, tis in the 


Critic himſelf, who did not know, that the Story was in 


Foſephus : If he did, tis witful Miſrepreſentation co- 


vered under the Ambiguity of the Expreſſion. Lord 
Bolingbroke has been guilty of no Miſtake, but citing 
the 15th Book for the 12th, which the Critic has taken 
no Notice of; but, if this be a Fault, the Remarker 
himſelf has been guilty of the ſame, who, two or three 


Lines before, gives us the gth Book of Euſeb. for the 


13. So accurate is this Critic, in the Midſt of his Cri- 
ticifms on others! 


* . 1 
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0 he quotes very frequent 5. he would have 


44. known, that we know more of Manetho, 
e than what is in Euſebius: Tis very true, 
and the learned Biſhop might have added 
THEoPH iLUs ANTIOCHENUS to Joſepbus. 
Some however will look upon this only as 


an exaggerated Expreſſion, a little perbo- 


lical, a Figure in which Lord Bolingbroke, 
as moſt other great Gentulcs, Pa to in- 
dulge (c). 1 ber 4 
3 Lord 


(c) Of the ſame kind is an Expreſſion of Lord Bo- 
lingbrote, At the time when Alexander carried his 
Arms into Aſia, a People of Sria, till then unknown, 
« became known to the Greets.“ Lett. Hiſt. 8y* Edition, 
p. 83: Againſt which the critical Remarker has 
taken much Pains. He has employed his Greek and 
Oriental Learning, to prove from the Greet Poet Chæ- 
rilus (the Reader need not ſtand in Suxprize at a new 
Poem he never heard of before, or at the very recondite 
Learning of the Critic ; the Poem is but a /mall Frag- 


ment, and he has no farther to go for it, than Foſephus 


con. Ap.), and from Herodotus, p. 39. that the Jetos 


were not abſolutely zwn#nown to the Greeks a full Century 


before Alexander ; nay, he has gone ſo far as to aſſert, 
that they were known to them even from the time of 
Cadmus. But to what End all this, but to ſhew, that 
Lord Bolingbrote has uſed the Term nn4nawn in too looſe 
and general a manner? If he had proved, that the Fews 
were a People conſiderable enough for their His Tory, 
to which theſe Words are connected, and do evidently 
relate, to be known to the Greets before the time his 


Lordſhip aſſigns, he would have proved ſomething againſt 


his Lordſhip's Argiment ; at preſent he has proved ſup- 
poſing him to have done it), only azainſt a Ii ard Lord 
1 1, Bolingbroæe 


- 


30 A Defence of 


Lord Bolingbroke, on Memory, cites PLINY 
in the 6th Book, as ſaying, that Beroſus pre- 
tended to give the Hiſtory of the Babylomans 


for 480 Years, and remarks, if 'twas ſo, THESE 


V ARS WERE PROBABLY YEARS oF NA- 


BONASSAR (a). The Biſhop of Clagber (b) 


obſerves in theſe few Words no leſs than 
three Blunders :+— That 'tis the 7th, not the 


6th Book of Pliny, in whith this is men- 
tioned hat, inſtead of P liny's ſaying, 


that Beroſus writ the Hiſtory of the Babylo- 


nians for ſo many Years; he only mentions 
Beroſus, as ſaying, that the Babylonians were 
in Poſſeſſion of aſironomical Obſervations for 
480 Nears before This time: That LorD 


Bolingbroke has uſed a little too ſtrongly. On the ſame 
Period the Critic has obſerved, that his Lordſhip “ has 
«© moſt ungeographically deſcribed that Part of Aſia, 
p. 38. ib. Why? Becauſe he has ſaid the Jews were a 


People of Syria, whereas he ſhould have ſaid the chief 


People of Syria But this is moſt unchronologically re- 
marked, of the Age, when Alexander carried his Arms 


into Aſia. So that all the additional Proof of Lord 
' Bolingbroke's Ignorance, we have in this tremendous 
_ Critic, who drew his Pen on Purpoſe to expoſe it, is— 
One Slip of Memory, of Phecion for Ariſtides ; and one 


Expreſſion a little exaggerated, unknown, for known only 
by Name, or little known. | 1 | 
(a) Letters on Study and Uſe of Hiſtory, p. 81. 
(6) P. 14, 15. | ET 
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Lord BolINGBRoRES Learning. 31 


BoLINGBROKE SEEMS NOT TO HAVE KNOWN 


THE MEANING OF YEARs OF NAaBONAS- 
SAR (c). The firſt of theſe would be a Re- 


flection on no Man's Memory, but Lord Bo- 


lingbroke's ; and on his, only becauſe it was 


ſo GOOD. The 2d is of greater moment, and 


affects that, which this great Man piqued 


| himſelf upon, and deſervedly, the Exactneſs 


of his Reading. The zd ruins his Cha- 
racter as to chronological Learning; it being 
impoſſible that a Man ſhould ever ſhew his 
Head again as a Critic in Chronology, who 
ſhould be detected not knowing what was 
meant by a Tear of Nabonaſſar. The Pre- 
ſumption of this has drawn on his Lordſhip 


the ſevere Reflection, with which the learned 


Prelate cloſes theſe Remarks, That it is a 
« very difficult Thing for thoſe Perſons, who 


A 


have more of the Shadow, than the Sub- 
_ & ſtance of Learning, and yet are willing to 
„ make an oftentatious Parade with it, to 


keep themſelves from being detefted, and 


60 rendering themſelves the Object of Ridi- 


* cule to the more knowing Part of their 
Readers.” The Cap, it muſt be confeſſed, 


* 


„ 


- (6) The critical Remarker does no more here, but 
ſubſcribe to the Biſhop of Clogher's Remarks. 


s 
18 


& 


2 | 4 Defence of ++ 
is a good one, if it did but, in the preſent 
Caſe, it the Head the good Prelate deſigned 
it for. As theſe Remarks of the Biſhop of 
Clogher ſo nearly affect the Character of fo 
great a Name as Bolingbroke, T cannot but, out 
| of Veneration for it, as well as Regard to 
Truth, vindicate it againſt theſe Impu- 
tations. . mw | 


* 


In the firſt Place then, I take upon me to 
aver, that there is no Foundation, from that 
Expreſſion of Lord Bolingbroke's, theſe Years 
were probably Years of Nabonaſſar, for the 
Infinuation, that he did not underſtand the 
Meaning of a Year of Nabonaſſar ; and that 
for this plain Reaſon, not to enter into any 
other, that another Peron whom J am ſure 
the Biſhop of Clagber will acquit of all ſuch 
Imputation, had, before Lord Bolingbroke, 
on the /ame Occaſion, made uſe of the ſame 
Expreſſion. As to the two other Remarks, 
I own the Truth of them, that the Paſſage 
of Pliny is in the 7th, not the 6th Book ; 
that the 480 Years are ſpoken not of a Hi- 
ſtory of Bere/us, but of aſtronomical Ob- 
ſervations among the Babylonians; nay, I 
"i will farther allow, that the Words of Pliny 
ate as clear to this Purpoſe as Words well 
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Lord BolIx ROKR Learning: 33 
can be (a), and yet, my Lord, I maintain, 
I that Lord Bolingbrote is in no Part of his 
F Writings more exact than here, his Memory 
no- where more punctual, nor his Reading 

more accurate; ſo accurate indeed, that one 
would be tempted to think, that he had the 
| Book before him when he wrote, if we had 
not his Word that he ſaid it on Memory. I 
will give your Lordſhip the Words, and then 
leave you to judge: Plinius L. 6. Hiſt. 
Nat. cap. 55. refert, Beroſum tradere me- 
moriam quadringentorum annorm et octo- 
= *< grnta: qui fine dubio ſunt anni Nabonaſ- 
= * /oris.”” Pray, my Lord, carry your Eye 
1 to the Margin, and ſee if Lord Bolingbroke's 
Words are not a downright Tranſlation of 
theſe, with no more Alteration than was 
ſufficient to expreſs his Doubt of the Truth 
of it (5). Is it poſſible now that /wwo Men, at 
the Diſtance of an 100 Years from one an- 
other, ſhould read the ſame Paſſage, make 


(a) Epigenes, apud Babylonios Dccxx annorum ob- 
ſcrvationes ſiderum coctilibus laterculis inſcriptas docet, 
gravis auctor in primis: qui minimum, Beroſus et Cri- 
todemus, CCCCLXxXx annorum. i „ 

(b) Beroſus pretended to give the Hiſtory of 480 Years. 
Pliny, if 1 remember right, for I ſay this on Memory, 
Speaks to this E ed in the 6th Book of his natural Hiſtory : 
And, if it was fo, theſe Years were probably Years of 
Nabonaſſar. Lett. p. 81. a | 


F MiRates 


8 Defence of 

Miftakes in the ſame Place, and the very ſame 

Miſtakes, againſt the plain Senſe of the 
Words, and expreſs their Miſtakes in the 

fame Words, and yet one not ſee what the 

other had wrote? To charge Lord Boling- 

broke therefore with the making this Paſ- 

ſage of Pliny, is to charge him with mi- 

ſtaking a Paſſage he never ſaw. Let them, 

| in the Name of Juſtice, be imputed to the 

| 7 Man who made them, to GrRARD Vossvs, 
for his Words they are, in that Chapter of 


47 
N 
by 


» a —_— 


DE RS. ap IE wee & ont et 
= — N LS 
. N ; r a 


his Account of the Greek Hiſtorians, where 
he treats of this Beroſus (a). Thus, my Lord, 
does not this Charge of the learned Prelate, 
the only one of any Moment, affect Lord | 
Bolingbroke, either as to the Exatineſs of his 
Reading, or to the ſhameful Ignorance 1 im- 


2 * „ 
O 


— 
* 


NU 
* * V 
— 


ina puted to him. 
1 Notwithſtanding this ſo full bite, 1 
. doubt not, but there are many of his Ene- 
= mies, who will, with open Mouth, inveigh 
1 againſt this great Man. Some will charge 
. him with a low Ar FEC TATION of Learning, 
. wo, when he has read a thing only in ſome 
Yi modern Writer, will aſſume the Air of one 
8 who is familiar with the Original, and fo 
110K fheal the Credit of being learned : Your Lord- 
19 ſhip 


. | (a) L. I, C, 13. 
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Lord BoLinNGBROKE s Learning. 35 
ſhip cannot but have obſerved how common 
this kind of Plagiariſm is in the learned 
World. I could inſtance in ſome great Men, 
among whom it would be no Diſgrace for 
even Lord Bolingbroke to be found, who have 
done the ſame, and had the ſame Misfortune 
too of being led into grievous Errors by it. 
Some perhaps will let themſelves looſe on an 
InDoLENCE, which would riſque being lead 
into ſuch an Error, and publiſhing it too, 


rather than be at the Trouble of looking into 
a Quotation: I anſwer, tis a common Caſe; 
but Lord Bolingbrobe, even in his Failings, 


ſhews himſelf no common Man. He has the 
Addreſs to cover his Indolence, if ſuch was 
the Caſe, with a Veil, that will at the ſame 
time cover him from the Imputation, ſhould 
the Man he makes uſe of happen to be miſ- 
taken; Pliny, if 1 remember right, for. I ſay 


this on Memory, ſpeaks, in the 6th Book 


of his Natural Hiſtory, to this Effect.“ 


Others, without Doubt, will object to his 
Lordſhip MrAunESS and INCONSISTENCE ; 


who, when he treats che 2whole Tribe of Scho- 


lars with ſuch Contempt, here follows the 


Authority of one of them implicitly, and ſuf- 
fers himſelf to be lead by the Noſe, into ſuch 


„ A 


_ To 1 Defence of 
a Miſtake by him. If his Lordſhip had ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be led by Is A Ac VossIus, 
the Son of this Man, it would have been no 
great Wonder, for IJſaac had ſomething of 
Lord Bolingbroke's Spirit {a) : But his Fa- 
ther Gerard was one of the arranteſt Scho- 
lars of the whole Tribe, was every thing 
indeed for which his Lordſhip had expreſſed 
a ſovereign Contempt; he was one of thoſe 
Drudges, who gave the Signification of hard 
Words, and took a great deal of other gram- 
matical Pains (b); he wrote Grammars, 
made Dictionaries, and a Chronology too. 
So that it may ſeem a little odd, on the firit 
Appearance, that his Lordſhip ſhould conde- 
ſcend to be led by ſuck Authority: But, con- 
ſider it in the Light he did, 'tis no more than 
employing a Labourer, with his Pick-axe and 
Spade (c), to remove a Heap of Rubbiſh 
which ſtood in his Way; an Employment 


below his Dignity in the — of Let- 
ters. 


A 1590 Share of Candor may, I think, ac- 


(a) See the Compariſon of Father and Son in the 
Journal des Trevoux, Janvier, 17133 p. 178. 

(5) Letters, p. 4. 

ec) Ib. p. 7. 
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Lord BotliN BROKER“ Learning. 37 


count for this odd Phænomenon another 


Way: His Lordſhip, as good as his Me- 


mory was, might forget where he had read 
this, and link it was in Pliny. If the Im- 
probability, that he ſhould forget where he 


had read it, ſhould be urged; from his Re- 


membering ſo minutely all the Teſt, to the 
very Words and Numbers; I finally anſwer, 
my Lord, that the learned Prelate has been 
guilty of Inaccuracies too in this very Caſe, 
tho he has objected the ſame to the Noble 


Viſcount. He ſhould not have placed that to 


the Account of Miſtake and Ignorance, which 
at the worſt was only common literary Art, 
or Wander. He might have known from 


 Harduin's Edition, and that vouched by all 


the MSS; that the true Number here was 


ccecxc, not ccecLxxx. Laſtly, he has mi 


taken Pliny's Senſe himſelß, when he makes 


him to compute theſe Years from Beroſus's 


time. Undoubtedly the Right Reverend 
Cenſor ſhould have conſidered what ticklith 


Ground he was here upon, and that there 
are few Paſſages of Antiquity, which have 


more employed the Pens of the Learned, and 


thoſe of the firſt Form too, as Lord Boling- 


broke calls them, than the Place before him. 
* tho' he has avoided ore Part of the 
© Error 
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. Defence of 


Error of Vaſſius, which indeed was peculiar | 


to him; yet has he fallen himſelf into the 
other Part, common to Vaſſius with the 


Learned in general before, and ſome after 


him, in reckoning the Years from the Ara 


of Nabonaſſar to the time of Beroſis ; an Er- 
- ror which has been generally exploded ever 


fince Harduin's firſt Edition, as far back as 
the Year 1685, I mention this, my Lord, 


to ſhew that the Cenſure of Lord Boling- 


broke ought to have been better guarded ; and 
would have obſerved, that the Excuſe for a 


Man's Error, that he errs in good Company, 
with the great Scaliger, Gerard Vaſius, our 


Marſham, Stanley, Dodwell, to which I muſt 
add my Lord of Clogher too, might fairly be 


here urged in Lord Bol:ngbroke's Behalf, as 


to one Part of the Miſtake; had he not teſti- 


fied ſuch a Contempt for the Tribe of Scho- 


lars, that I ſhould he afraid of being haunted 


by his Ghoſt, ſhould I make him keep ſuch 


learned er eat h 


On the Partition of Alexanders Conqueſts - 


among his Generals after his Death, when 


Egypt, and Syria including Chaldea in its 


Dominions, became Grecian Kingdoms; the 
Prieſts of Egypt and Chaldea, among whom 


— 


Tord Bolix ROKR Learning. 39 
all the Learning of each Country lay, thought 
fit to preſent their Greek Maſters, in the 
Greek Language, with a Hiſtory of each 
Nation. This MAN ETHO did for Egypt, 
and our Bxrosvs for Chaldæa. Tho! it is 
not agreed to which of the Antiochuſes, Soter 
or Theus, the Work of Beroſus was inſcribed ; 

yet by ſome narrowing the Signification of 
the Greek Terms yeyoveral YES NI, by which 
his Age is expreſſed, and ſtretching of Pro- 
bability (4), the 480 Years (for the 490 can 
ſcarce with any Probability) may be brought 
to coincide with the Ara of Nabonaſſar, the 
747th Year before the vulgar Ara of Chrift : 

And hence the aſtronomical Obſervations, 

mentioned by Beroſus, are concluded to have 
begun with that ra. In this the chrono- 
logical Scaliger (b) led the Way to Vſius, and 
as Vgſius knew no other Work of Beroſus, 

but his Hiſtory, he concluded that this men- 
tion of them by Beroſus, of which Pliny 
takes Notice, was made in that Work. This 
probably led Yofius, whoſe Induſtry was 
wonderful, and his Accuracy great, the Num- 
ber and Laboriouſneſs of the Works he was 


(a) Perizon. Orig. Babylon. p. 14, &c. Ed. 1736. 
50 De Emend. Temp. p. 392. Ed. I 


engaged 


. | A Defence of 


engaged in conſidered, into ſo egregious a 


Blunder ; and, what is worſe, led Lord Bo- 
lingbroke too into the unlucky Slip which 
has brought on him Reflections ſo injurious 
to his profound Learning, It muſt be con- 
feſſed it was a little unfortunate, that his 
' Lordſhip ſhould ſtumble upon the only Man 
among the Learned, who had blundered in 


this Particular : But who would have ſu- 
ſpected YVoſſrus*? < 


Vou ſee, my Lord, All, that has hitherto, 


in a Point of ſuch Moment to their Cauſe, 


been brought by the Anti-Writers to Lord 
Bolingbroke, to leſſen the Authority, which 


the Opinion of his great Learning has on the 
Minds of the Readers: You ſee, my Lord, how 
liitle that All is, and that in the only Point of 


Moment it is the Miſtake of Yofius, not Lord 


Bolingbroke, who has nothing to anſwer 


for, but a /iztle Piece of literary Art, or In- 
dolence (a). By way of Atonement for that, 
N | allow 


(a.) The critical Remarker, p. 28. charges Lord Bo- 
ngbrete with another Piece of Plagiariſm, “ the taking 
** (he muſt not ſay Healing), what he has of AssVRIACS 


(p. 76. Lett. on Hiſt. 810 Ed.) from Monſieur Boſ⸗ 


« ſuet the famous Biſhop of Meauæ's little Abridgment | 


of univerſal Hiſtory:“ Nor is this all, “both the Biſhop 
| and 


A 


Lord BolIxGBROEK ES Learning. 41 
allow me, my Lord, to cloſe this Letter in 
Defence of Lord Bolingbrołes Learning, with 
1 1 a little 


=y 


c and my Lord Bolingbroke are out in it, when they cite 
& Ariſtotle to prove, that Aſfpriacs were a proverbial 
« Phraſe for fabulous Legends.” But, unluckily, here 
again the Critic is ſo intent on finding' fault with others, 
that he forgets himſelf, and is guilty of more Miſtakes, 
than he charges on Lord Bolingbroke, or the Biſhop of 
Medux. | 3 | 
Lord Bolingbroke's Words are, Ir HeRoDoTUs 
© wROTE ASSYRIACS, WE HAVE THEM NOT;” which 
is not taken from Boſſuet, but from the fame Writer he 
tranſcribed before about Beroſus, as the Reader will ſee 
on looking into the laſt Paragraph of 16 p. of Veſſius de 
Hiftor. Græc. Bur wE ARE SURE THAT THIS | 
Worp” (the Critic calls it Phraſe), © was USED 
© PROVERBIALLY TO SIGNIFY FABULOUS LE 
6 GENDs.” Of this latter Part Yo/fius hath nothing, 
nor indeed the Biſhop of Meaux ; but, if we look into 
V. 3. p. 201. 470 Ed. we have the Name of A/Jriacs, 
«& which ARISTOTLE brought into proverbial uſe, and 
4 which was meant to ſignify all Sorts of fabulous Re- 
5“ lations” which ſeems plainly to be taken from the 
Biſhop's Words, et Ariſtote a rangi parmi les con- 
<< teurs des fables, ceaux qui ont ecrit les Aſſyriaques, 
p. 36. Ed. Par. 1681. Lord Bolingbroke comparing this 
with what he remembered to have read in Voſſius, of 
Herodotus's Intention to have wrote 4/ſyriacs, and not 
looking into the Prelate's Citation of Ariſtotle, Polit. 
L. 5. c. 10, imagined that it was Herodotus who 
was meant here, and that the A//yriacs were uſed as a 
proverbial Word, and not as the common Term, which, 
juſt like Jonica, Attica, Perfica, &c. among Writers 
ancient and modern, ſtands for the Affairs of Af- 
7114 &c. This Miſtakenof Beſſuet's Meaning, tho“ a * 
iſtake, is in common to his Lordſhip with his Critic. 
In his Lordſhip's Situation, tho' it may look as odd, 
FL G that 


t. P 


;, 
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a little Diſſertation on ſuch other Pieces of 
Beroſus, as have eſcaped the Diligence, and 
| j thereby 


that he ſhould take Things upon truft from a Prizſt, as 


from a Grammarian, it was a natural Miſtake; but how 
the learned Critic, fo familiar with Greet, and who, as 
he roundly aſſerts that Ariſtotle meant here only Ctefras, 
and not Herodotus, muſt ſurely have looked into the 
Place cited ; how he, who had conſulted the Place, 
ſhould be so or, as to miſtake the Biſhop, as well as 


Lord Bolingbroke, who had not conſulted it, is not fo 
eaſy to be imagined. For the bare Inſpection of the 


Words of Ariſtotle, who does not ſo much as uſe the 
Term he is ſaid to have brought into a Proverb, would 
have ſhewn the Wildneſs of the Suppoſition, that Boſ- 


ſuet ſhould-from: that Place have uſed A/yriacs in a pro- 


verbial, inſtead of the common Senſe. Arifterle is treat- 
ing the Cauſes of Revolutions in monarchical Govern- 
ments; one of which he makes to be Contempt of the 
Prince, and gives as an Inſtance, the noted Story of Sar- 
danapalus, the laſt 4frian Emperor, being found by one 
of his Generals, in his Seraglio, ſpinning among his 
Women ; but adds, as if he did not think that Story au- 
thentic enough for political Obſervation, i 4andy TauJa 
1 wuIoaeyEl]es Afyuot. | 


'The Sum of the whole is, that Lord Bolingbroke has 


borrowed Part of the Words, faid to be ſtolen from Boſ- 


juet, from ſomebody elſe, which led him to miſunder- i 


ſtand that Part really borrowed from the Prelate; that 


in borrowing he hath miſtafen the Meaning; and bor- 


rowed . without acknewlzging the Obligation: But the 


Critic, inſtead-of the one Miſtake of Lord Bolingbroke, 


has been guilty of two; of giving Part of the ſtollen Goods 
he has found on Lord Bolingbroke, to a wrong Owner, 
and of making the very ſame MAiſtaꝶe of Beſſuet's Meaning, 
which Lord Bolingbroke had done before, and without 


that Deception before him, which led his Lordſhip into 
the Miſtake. Nor muſt I ſuffer this borrowing withsut 


e 


5 
EIS 


| = 5 | : * 5 2 : : 5 
Lord Bor VOBRORK ENV Learning. 43 
thereby occaſioned the Miſtake of Vgſſius, 
and of which we have no more Mention in 

„ 1 the 


a Note of Hand to paſs for Stealing; tis a provident Ad- 
drefs worthy of Lord Bolingbroke, which the quarrelſome 
Critic did not ſee. His Lordſhip is, on another Account, 
obliged to cenſure, almoſt in the ſame Place of Vol. 3. 
not to follow the learned Prelate; and had he owned his 
Authority in the preſent Caſe, that might have rebounded 
back on him, with which he has often pelted the Chri- 
ſtian Divines, and does in that very Piece, adopting 
every thing in profane Hiſtory, which ſuits their Pur- 
poſe, and rejecting every thing which does not. 
1 I muſt obſerve here another Peccadillo of the Critic's. 
4 He ſays Ariſtotle intended no Cenſure on Herodotus, 
<< but on his Cotemporary Cteſias.” Where, tho' we do 
not know whether he means, that C?e/ias was cotempo- 
porary to Herodotus, or Ariſtotle to Cteſias, yet it hap- 
pens that neither is true; as Cteſias could not well be 
born when Herodotus wrote; and, if he was, Ari/totle 
could ſcarce be born when Czefias wrote. However, 
tis moſt certain, that not one of the three was a co- 
temporary Writer to either of the other two. 
As we happen to be on the Subject of Chronology, it 
may not be amiſs, once for all, to obſer ve, that how able 
a Defender ſoever the Critic may be of the old Chro- 
nology, he does not appear however to be much verſed 
in it. What we have juſt taken notice of is a little Sin 
of Commiſſion ; what we are going to obſerve is another of 
Omiſſion; and theſe, added to the Anachroniſin remarked 
before, about the Extent of the Kingdom of 1/rael, will, 
T preſume, be Specimen enough of the Chronological 
Abilities of this learned Unknown. Lord Bolingbroke 
having Occaſion to bring the Authority of Seneca for the 
Influence which the Example of Socrates had on his Diſ- 
ciples, takes notice in a Parentheſis, as a Matter of little 
Conſequence however, of an Error of Seneca, in reckon- 
ing Ariſtotle among them (p. 18. Lett. Hiſt 8%), “For 


„ Socrates 


44 5 A. Defence of 


the celebrated Fabricius's Supplement (a) to 


Voſſius, than in Yoſſius himſelf. th 


| | | de gen is bis Interpretation of Belus; 


lo for the Chaldeans had, or pretended to have, 
| the Monuments of their Belus, as the Egypti- 


- 
1 32 2 
„ en » 

_— 


/ « Socrates died, two Years according to ſome, or four 


or | & according to others, before the Birth of Ar:/fotle.” 
14 The Critic has no Objection to the Juſtneſs of the Chro- 
1 nology, he only finds fault with the C extreme Niceneſs” 

+ | | 


of it, as tending to no Purpoſe, but To pick A 
4 HoLE 1N, SENECA's Cor, that he (Lord Boling- 
| c broke) THOUGHT WANTED DARNING.” Now, 
{ tho' I admire much the Elegance of the Image, which 
| ſets Lord Bolingbroke on work on DARNING of Holes, 
N yet, I muſt own, I do not ſee the Propriety, how much 
We, | ſoever his Lordſhip might love the Work, of unneceſſa- 
. Tily picking a Hole for that Purpoſe, when he thougngnt 
wn there was one already, which wanNTED DARNING. But —_— 
A / this by the Bye. As to the Chronology, there were two 5 
1 | Reaſons why bis Lordihip ſhould take notice of the Er- 
16-16 Tor of Seneca; One, becauſe, if he had not, this very Cri- 
tic would perhaps have imputed it to his Ignorance: The 
. other, becauſe the Error was not an Error of Seneca's 
alone, but had ſpread down; one even of Ariſtotle's 
Commentators of the 5th Century, Ammonius, or his 
Diſciple Johannes Grammaticus (for ſome MS. have the 
Name of one, ſome of the other), having, in a Life of 
their Maſter, been guilty of the ſame Miſtake. But, 
what is the moſt ſurpriſing, is, that ſuch a Champion of 
Chronology, and who has taken ſo much Pains to pick 
Holes in Lord Bolingbroke's Coat, ſhould not diſcover 
ſuch a one, as he might have found in thoſe Words of his 
. Lordſhip. This could be owing to nothing, but the 
Want of Chronological Spefacles, 1 | 


(4) Hamb. 1709. 
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Lord Bol Ix REE Learning. 45 
ans had of their Tboth. Of this there can 
be no Doubt, as Seneca expreſly cites it (5), 
for referring the Cauſe of the Deluge, and 
Conflagration of the Earth, to the Motions 
of the heavenly Bodies, as well as for aſſign- 
ing the Time of each. The other, for which 
I have not ſuch a clear Teſtimony, but only 
a Paſſage, generally, I apprehend, miſunder- 
flood, were ASTRONOMICAL Predictions, or 
Predictions and Calculations of Eclipſes and 
heavenly Appearances, publiſhed occaſion- 
ally; or in ſome Work of Aſtronomy, as it 
ſhould ſeem, while he taught at Coos; and 


with ſuch Exactneſs, as ſtruck the Athenians 


with Wonder and Reverence of the Man, 


and induced them, in Honour of him, to 


erect his Statue in the Gymnaſium, with a 
gilded Tongue, o n PREDICTIO- 
NES, ſays Pliny (c. 


& - 


- 


Our learned Dodell, who ſeems to have 
believed as much in Aſtrology (d) as in his 
Bible, makes no Doubt, but that Pliny, by 
Divine Predictions, underſtgod Las 


(3) Natur. Queſt. L. 3. F. 2 
(e) Aſtrologia enituit Peg, cui, ob b pre- 


dictiones, Athenienſes publicè in gymnaſio ſtatuam in- 
aurata lingua ſtatuere. L. 7. c. 37. 


"v9 Append, Diſſ. Cyp. See 24, IP > 
3 | and 


. 


bi and not aſtronomical. Predictions, This | 
| ö = | learned Man's Authority is of the leſs 
1 Weight with me, not only as his general 
1 manner is that of a Procruſtes, who lengthens 
N or ſhortens every thing to the Meaſure of his 
eel own Hypotheſis, but as he is here remarably 
inaccurate. He has made the Paſſage in 
Pliny, about the celeſtial - Obſervations at 
Babylon, ſpeak a Senſe almoſt as foreign to 
the true one, as Voſius had done :——That | 
Beroſus publiſhed theſe Inſcriptions to. the 
World, inſtead of faying, that there were 
ſuch Inſcriptions in heir Archives. This 
Miſtake his Eypotheſis led him into; indeed 
tis neceſſary to it: But another, in the ſame 
Section, is mere Miſtake, when he imputes a 
Miſcalculation to Voſius, which is pure Oſ- 
citation of his own ; Yoſſius having ſaid no 
ſuch thing, but quite, the contrary. (e). In- 


/ 


(e] Male hiccalculos ſubduxit vir maximus Ger. Voſſ. 
qui, hoc poſito (480 ſc.) annorum numero, credidit fo- 
re ut in tertio a Seleuco, Antiochi (quem Theo cogno- 
minabant) tempora . incideret Beroſus, ib. Sec. 24, i. . 
He ſhould have made them fall, as Marſbam did. after- 
Wards, and as Scaliger before (which eſcaped Dodtwell), 
in Soter's Reign, the Predeceſſor of Theus. But Yoſſins's 
Words are, a quo tempore (ætæ ſc. Nabonaſſaris capi- 
<< te), fi annos numeres 480, incidemus in extrEma tem- 
* * Antiochi Zei ijpos, de Hiſt, Græc. L. 1. c. 23. 
P- 85. . EY. Cs 
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Tord Bol iN Re RRS Learning. 77 
= deed Voſſius too, which is a Matter of more 1 
Attention, he being no Schemiſt, ſeems to 

take the divine Predictions, as Dodell does, 

for aſtrological ; and ſo does Fabricius (e). 

However, I ſhall give my Reaſons for un- 

derſtanding them of aſtronomical ones, and 

leave them with your Lordſhip. | 


Phe Reaſons for making them afirological 
are theſe two. That Beroſus was a Chal- ' 
Z dean, and therefore muſt be an 4frologer, 
that Prieſthood being of all Men moſt famed 
for their Skill in Judiciary Aſtrology ;—And 
that Pliny begins the Story with Afrologia 


enituit Beroſus. | 


As to the former of theſe Reaſons, there 
can be no inferring, that it muſt be aſtrological 
2 Predictions, becauſe he was a Babyloniſh 
= Prieſt ; ſince we know from the beſt Autho- 
= rity, that of Strabo's (, that it was but a 
= Part of the Chaldæans that pretended to the 
== calculating Nativities, and predicting the Fate 
of Men and Nations from the Poſitions and 
(e) Ib. p. 85. and Bibl. Græc. T. 2. p. 516. 

„ Agòpiso d ty Ty Bapvacvig najonia Tois Sf 
p. ? Tie XtAdains, wpogayopuoyrvers, ot e Apo- 
voni £408 TomAtov, pH Hννν is Tue xai yeviOaia- 
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and honefter Part of the ſame Order condemn- 


young among the Greeks, nor did the- Greek 


and Weather, which had long obtained 


Prey rw 


1 


Appearances of the Stars, and that the wiſer 


ed all this, as Juggle and Prieſtcraft in their 
Brethren, and confined themſelves to Aſtro- 
nomy only. Add to this, that the World 
was not run ſo mad after judiciary Aſtrology 
then, as in P/iny's Days. Aſtronomical Cal- 
culation, in the Age of Beroſus, was but 


Aſtronomers pretend to any more Prediction 
from the Stars, than tended to the Purpoſes 
of Agriculture and Navigation ; that of Wind, 


among them, and which their Parapegmata, 
fix'd in their Cities for public Uſe, taught the 
People (5): Nor did the affrological Preten- 
fions of the Chaldæans obtain any Credit 
among the Greeks, till the Stoics gave into 
them (c), as a Doctrine agreeable to their 
Fate. And I know not of any of the An- 
tients, who ſpeak in particular of Beroſus as 
an Aſtrologer, or Calculator of Nativities, 
but Vitruvius (d), whoſe Authority is not of Y 

ſuch Moment, as to place him above the 
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(6) Vitruvius, B. 9. 0. 5. | 
(e) Cie. de divinatione, L. 2. Sec. 42. 
(4) Vitruv. ubi ſupra, 
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- Suppoſition, that he might conclude Berojus's 


School. at Coosfto. be an aftrolog ical one, he- 
cauſe. he was 4 Chaldean ; he ſceming, by 
his Account i their Art of calculating Na- 
tivities, to think it common to ail, and not 
to be appriſed of the Diſtin&ion between 


5 aſtronomi cal and aſtrological Chaldeans : At 


muſt be further obſerved, that, notwith- 
ſtanding this Diſtinction, the Conſideration 


of the Phys Effects of the heavenly Bodies, 
and different Climates, ought by no means 
to be excluded the PeSrince of the former; 
and to theſe phyſical. Effects may be referred, 


what we find in Cenſorinus (e, about the 
Opinions of Epigenes and Beroſus, concern- 
ing the Sen Length oh man Lite. 


But 2 is Vit vVins's. = p60, in 
this Caſe, which,'by the way, Dodwell, be & 


what it will, does not make uſe of; Phny's, 
as a Man much more verſed in ſuch Subjects | 
and which he does make uſe of, is much 


greater: And I cannot perſuade myſelf, that 
Pliny underſtood aſtrological by divine Pre- 
diftions, or judiciary Aſtrology, by Aftrologia 
enituit Beroſus; which Words are the other 


| (e) C. 17. . | 
E391 5 | H | Reaſon 


—_ 


| C80 non vine Defence" bx 3 os 
*Reaſon- given For utidetftatiding divine of 
-aftrelogicil Prediction. 9 My Reaſons: for it 
ute theſe. That he every Where elſe Uſts 
-Aftrologra for Afronomy, hot Afiology,— 
That, if he does fot mean Afromemy hete, 
Where he is feaking of thoſe who excelled 
in the Feveral Arts, it has no Place among 
thoſe he efumetates, tho fevetal inferlor 
ones have; and this notwithſtanding it did 
not Want its Eridoxts, or its Hipparchus 
whoſe exdct Prediction of Solar, as well 4s 
Lunar Eclipſes, for fix hundred Years, he 
elſewhere celebrates (a); to one of whom 


(a). Utriuſque ſideris curſum in ſexcentos annos pre- 
cinuit Hipparchus - ævo teſte haud alio modo, quam con- 
ſiliorum naturz particeps. L. 2. c. 9. The great 
Scaliger, in Support of his referring the 480 Years 
of Obſervations at Babylon, to the Era of Nabonaſ- 
far, produces this very Place of Pliny, underſtanding 
the 660 Years, which anſwered well enough as to the 
time, of paſt Obſervations made by others from that 
Era to Hipparchus, and collected by him, and, not of 
Predictions for future times made by himſelf (De 
emend. temp. p. 392) ; tho” this be contrary even to that 

Part of. Pliny's Words, which he has produced, atriuſ- 
gue ſideris curſus, &c. For we learn from Diodorus (L. 
2. p. 83. Edit. Steph), that the Chaldzans had obſerved 
xenly:Lunar Eclipſes; nor can I find, any where in Pto- 
ſeniy, any one from them but ſuch Nou, in Pliny, Hip- 
parchus took in utriuſque ſideris curſus. But Pliny's 
Expreſſion, without going farther than the Paſlage itſelf, 
2 i - reſers 
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Lord Bord mont“ Learning. SI 


lia might have given the Pre-eminence, 


had he got theught it due to Bergfur,) rather 
than Eudorus, on aceount of Superiarity of 

Knowlege, and rather: than Hippart bus, on 
aecgunt of Priority of Time. Laſtly, that 


Him was ſo far from believing in Afrology, 
that he ſearce believed in 4 Gad, and ex- 
preſly ridicules this Art, and the Principles 


on which it is founded, while he is expoſing 
the ſeveral Schemes of Religion, and abſurd 
Superſtition, which had prevailed” in the 
World (5); and therefore could not call 
what he held in ſuch . Divine. 


Since I am got into Digralion, thoꝰ it will 
in the Sequel appear, that I do it for better 
Reaſons, than finding fault with men mach 
more learned than myſelf; I will even di- 
greſs a little farther, and obſerve; that, as our 
celebrated Dodell has in this Paſſage taken 
Aftrologia in a Senſe Pliny never uſes it; fo 


has the very critical Salmaſius (c) given us 


refers too plainly to the ſuture to and any Comment, 
in ſexcentos annos præcinuit; and if it did, what the 
ſagacious Scaliger has left out would furniſh an undoubt- 
ed one, vo teſte, haud alis modo quam confiliorum na- 
ture particeps. 

(5) L. 2. c. 5, &c. 60 Exer. Plin. p. 647. 
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2 20th, 17 54. 
2 * Lord, 


"AVING, in my laſt; indicated Lord 
Bolingbroke, as far as I could, and re- 
| crininared * in his behalf, where I could not, 
which is as much as any Man can do; and 
having ſhewn, that nothing of any Conſe- 
quence has been done to impeach his Lite- 
rature, I return to the Impreſſion of this wor- 
| derful Man's PRoFouND LEARNING, and 
ExTENSIVE KNOWLEGE, Which the admir- 
ing Reader receives from the Peruſal of theſe 
Works. And here, my Lord, you muſt al- 
low me to indulge a while in tracing the Out- 
lines, and general Features of them, not in the 
Order they lie in the Yorks, but in the Order 
of the Subjects themſelves, as they riſe in 
Dignity and Difficulty above one ancther; 
ſuch as they will naturally offer themſelves to 
| an 


54 Encomiuns of Lord BolINGBRORE 


an attentive Reader, upon his reviewing, and 


reducing into Order, the ſtriking Appeary 


"I ances ſcattered up and down through * 

if Whole, | | 

Wi Lord Boling broke then, after having with a 

. few Strokes of his Pen (a), by the Contempt 

, | expreſſed of them, previouſly ſhewn the Su- 

Ir periority of his Taſte, to thoſe low Parts of : 
14 Literature, Grammar, Lexicography, and Cri- b 
0 ticiſin; proceeding to HISTORY, appears to 
have read not only the Raman Hiſtoriang, 
Wil Sarrusr, Liyy, Tacitus, given them 

ul their proper Character, and aſſigned them the 

. Rank among Hiſtorians, which they ought 

by to bear; but to have traced, as an original 

Wo Writer, and nat a mean Copier of others, 

4 the Riſe and Progreſs of Hiſtory among 

10 them 7 * ; to. have fixed the Æra, whence 

1 it is to be looked upon as genuine and (er- 

il ' farn (c); and to have given us 2 View of 

hl the State of Things prior to that. It i is im- 

ne poſſible that Lord Bolingbroke ſhould treat 

165 any Subject, without giving it NEW Tights 


2t& Letters, p . 


| Let. 2. 167, &. 
7 * Aͤccord- 


bee the general View. 35 
Ag Bis Ebac has here done, what 
"nd Man before him ever did: He has placed 

the Beginning of the Hiſtorir Age among thie 
Romans a hundred Years higher than amòng 
the Creeks (d); and, to the utter Confufon 
of che vain Greeks, tnd their vainer Admirers, 
has made thein give place to the Roman Hi- 
Rotiats) as well ; in JOE as in H; Dy 


Hilities, F | LMI 


This may be oth conkideiable for one, 
rRNA Buſineſs was not Letters, 'who was 
always a Man of Pleaſure, and ſometimes 
Buſineſs too; and undoubtedly it is, but it is 
nothing to Lord Bolingbroke ; he bas entered 
the Field of Scholarſhip, the Greek Writers, 
and outdone the whole Tribe of ' Scholars 
themſelves : Has gone through the whole 
Circle of Greek Hiſtorians, from Herodotus 
down to Appian, and Dio Caffius, Hero- 
DdoTus, TrxucipiDEs, XENOPHON, PorLy- 
Blus, DiopoRus, the HALICARNASS&AN, 
STR-4$0 too the Geographer, and PLuTarCH 
the Biographer, Josxphus, Dio Cassius, 
APPIAN, are made to paſs in Review before 
the admiring Reader; while the noble Cenſor, 
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. his carule 1 Pronongees, as 28 Tho- 
;roughly acquainted: with each, upon every 


one's proper Character, and Degree of Me- 


vit (a]. What Dignity e of Learning is here, 
my Lord! ! And what is more extraordinary 
"All, without ſtooping to the Pedaniry, as 
far as appears, from his Lordſhip's Writings, 
and from Inquiry, of unger Ye ane fingle 
Chapter of any one of them in the Original. 
This is not all, his Sagacity has determined 
on the Works: of thoſe Greek Hiſtorians, 
which are not extant, as well as on thoſe 


which are; bas penetrated into the Receſſes 


of Antiquity, and ſhewed himſelf fo much 
ſuperior to the noble Roman Critic, and An- 
tiquary, V. arro, ever celebrated for his Learn- 
ing (5), as to detect him, when he placed 
the Beginning of the Hiſtoric Age among 1 the 
Greeks, at a little more than ſeven hundred 
Years before his own, moſt egregiouſly blun- 
dering FIVE HUNDRED YEARS or OF SE 
VEN (c) ; and this tho' Parrd's Materials 


were abounding, Lord Nee Jew, 


© (a) P."i58; & p. 768, 154. Lett. 3, K 5. 

b) Vol. 3. p. 201. Lord Bolingbroke himſelf recoge 
niſes him as the mo/t learned of the Romans. MP5 

(e) Let. 3 p. 75 70. 


n general View. 57 
fund, at the very beſt, extremely precarious ( c), 
he having no better than the other Moderns 
had. Nay he has, with a Penetration which 
muſt ſurprize every body, been able even to 
diſcover the Motive (d) of fo monſtrous an 
Anachroniſm WY the old Lo oe 


Li Bolingbroke does not nop 1 here, but 
advances into the Maze and Labyrinth of 
CnRronoLOGY, and lends Poſterity a happy 
Clue through it, which is 20 /hew there js 
nothing in it; and (which, my Lord, ſhall 
we moſt admire, his Patience or Intrepidity ?) 
has, © by examining /crupulouſly, and indif< 
« ferently, the Foundations on which they 
& Jean (e), demoliſhed all the inchanted 
Caſtles (7), which it had been the Bufineſi 
of the Lives, the Work of the immenſe La- 
bours of a. SIGH a Bocuarr, a PE- 
TAvivs; an UsnER, and even of a MAR“ 
SHAM, to erect ; fink turned the old Necro- 
mancers, to whom the whole Tribe of Scho- 
lars bow with Reverence, out of their Chairs, 
and, with 4 thorough Contempt, * them 


(c) ps 2-0. 746 

(d) Let. 1. p. 7. 

(e) Ib. p. 9: 

(f) Ib. p. 8 1 
1 1 out 


58 Encomium of Lord Bol IxRNOERE 
out ef the firſt Rank in Learning (g), and 
placed them below the Pick-axe and Spade- 
men (), the Critics, Grammarians, Littleton, 
and the Dictionary-makers. His Lordſhip 
however treats Sir John Marſham with ſome 
Diſtinction, and excuſes him, though his 
Canon was the Buſineſs of a Life, and a long 
one too, and it coſt him immenſe Pains ; be- 
cauſe he was IN JEST ALL THE WHILE, 
ie not being concerned much what Foundation 
6 bzs Syſtem had, ſo he ſhewed his Skill in 
* framing one (7).” What a Reformation of 
Taſte is here! | s 


This great Man, the HERcuLESs or LI- 
TERATURE, having cleared the Regions of 
modern Learning of the Monſters and Ban- 
ditti that infeſted it, the Grammarians, Cri- 
tics, Lexicographers, but eſpecially the Chro- 
nolagers, and, by humbling them, opened a 
Way to the new TEMPLE OF VIRTUE ANY 
PoL irie which he had planned, advances 
into the rugged Faſtneſſes of antient Cbrono- 
legy, and there too, with an Exactneſs and 


this LL : Sapacity, 


on the general Vie. F 59 


Sagacity peculiar. to himſelf, traces all this 
Science up to its Sources, and diſcovers the 
Waters to be corrupt (&). All this Lord 
Bolingbroke has done, when only groping in 
_ the Dark, his favourite Expreſſion. Tis in- 
deed all a CERBERIAN E xpedition, and he 
has lugged out the fr iple- headed 1) Monſter, 
which guards the Acceſs, and indeed has cor- 
rupted theſe Waters 600 into open Day- 


1 


But What! is ſtill more amazing, indeed 


quite $TUPENDOUS, is the Age of Life at 
which. Lord Bolingbroke had done all this - 


had gone through the Latin and Greek Hi- 
florians, and aſſigned to each his due Degree 


of Merit; had /crupuloufly examined all the 


Syſtems of modern Chronology, traced up to its 


Sources the antient. It was, my Lord, when 


he was a very Young Man. Greatly con- 
ſcious of his own Superzority, he begins with 


letting his Reader know, how young he was, 

when he applied himſelf to this Study, and 

what a Contempt he then had, and ever 
0 . 2. 


I) ajP.s Africanus, Euſebius, and George the Monk, 
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60 Encomiuey of Lord Boi NGBROKE, 


ſince has had, for every body's Opinion but. 
his own (): And he takes care every now. 


and then, for fear he ſhould be thought to 


value himſelf upon it (ſuch is bis Modeſty), 
to remind his Reader how long it was ago, 
that he ſtudied theſe Things, ſo long, as if 
he had almoſt forgot ;——If 1 remember well, 
&c. Indeed, he has not only given us his 
Word, but 2 Proofs too, that he was 
a young Man when he did all this (0). Skill 


in Chronology, as it is the Reſult of much 


and long Reading, has uſually been the 
Work of mature Life, or old Age, Thus 


Josh SCALIGER, tho celebrated for his 


Parts, as well as his Learning, was forty- 
three when he publiſhed his firſt e 


© n) I have colfidered formeily, with a good deal of 
Attention, the Subject on which you command me to 


communicate my Thoughts to you: And 1 practiſed ir. 


thoſe Days as much as Bufine . and Pliaſure allowed me. 
to do, the Rules that ſeemed to me neceſſary to be ob- 

ſerved in the Study of Hiſtory, They were very dif- 
ferent from thoſe, which Writers on the ſame Subject 
h:ve recommended, and which are commonly practiſed. 

But I confeſs to your Lordſhip, that neither then gave me, 
nor have given me ſince, any Diftruft of them. — Without 


any Regard therefore io the Opinion and Practice, even 


of the learned World, J am willing to tell you mine. But 
5 is hard to recover a T hread of Thought long ago leid 
ade, p. 1, 2. 

(o) If I remember well, for it is long ſince, I looked 
into his ( Marſham 8) Canon, p. 8. 


* . '3 Emen-- : 


Emendatio temporum, = 3 60, —_ 
he had completed it; and it was {even'Yearg 
after before his Ti beſaurus Temporum {aw the 
Light. PRETAvivs was in his 44th Year, 
when he gave the World his Docrrina, and 
in his Foth, when his Rationarium, in the 
Form we now have it, appeared. Nay, 
Archbiſhop USHER, and Sir John Mar. 
 SHAM, were, both 70; when, they publiſhed, 
one the fir Part of his Annals, the other 
the three firſt of his Chronicon : The Biſhop. 
lived to publiſh the latter Part four Years af- 
ter, but died while he was writing his Chrono- 


Uv, which was to have been the Rationale 


of his Annals; but the /af Part of the 
Chronicon, which was in the Knight's ori- 
ginal Scheme, never ſaw the Light. But 
Lord Bolingbroke, QUANTUM Homo Ho- 
MINI PRASTAT.! had done more than all 
theſe .Grey-hazrs, venerable as they have been 
thought for their Learning, as well as their 
Years: beſore his Beard was * n 


Tank e who had not a Genius 
for doing Things by halves, having cleared 
his Way thro profane Hiſtory and Chrono- 
logy, advances, in full Triumph of Conqueſt, 
into the Regions of SAcRED, which Reli- 

gion, 


62 Encoming of Lord Bot.incnroxs 
gion, and the Iong Reverence of Ages, had 


till the preſent, guarded from Intrufion. 


He here, but with proper Prudence and Cir- 
cumſpection, and with ſuch a Temper and 
Moderation, as certainly nobody can preſume 
to ſuſpect of Prejudice, gradually opens to 
his Reader all the Freedom of his Mind; and 
it muſt be owned by his Enemies, that tis 
as free as the freeſt Free-thinker can wiſh. 
And here we are at a Loſs, which moſt to 
admire, this great Man's extenſive Learning, 
or prodigious Application, or wonder ful Sa- 
gacity. Here he has examined and confi- 
dered (we have an undoubted Proof, his own 
Word for it) All that has been writ on the 
Subject, by ſubtil, as well as learned Men (a), 

Fews (b), it ſeems, as well as Chriſtians, 
We find him intimately acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of all Ages, and all Religions, with 
Ecclefiaſtical as well as Civil Hiſtory ; and 
with a Penetration, a/l his own; diſcovering 
the Sources of falſe Hiſtory, and tracing it 
down {one can imagine no leſs), thro' every 
furious Eccleſiaſtic, who has written in any 
Age. Nay, his Sagacity is not confined to 


D 


(a) P. 93. 
(5) P. 100. 


the 


en the general View. 63 
the Origin of falſifying Hiſtory, but it has 
traced out likewiſe the Cauſe of all the pre- 
cious Monuments of Antiquity being loſt, as 
well thoſe which were written againſt the 
Church, as thoſe of Heathen Learning (c). 
Indeed from what appears in the th as well 
as in the 6th Letter, there is 0 Part of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, with which his Lordſhip 
is not intimately acquainted. One may with- 
out an Hyperbole ſay, that Lord Bolingbroke 
was more verſed in the Sacred, than even in 
the profane * of A. 


How PRODIGIOUS, my Lords is all this 
You muſt allow me here to reſt myſelf, I 


4 am oppreſſed with Wonder, Lord Bolingbroke 


appears to his Reader (tis no more than the 
natural Impreſſion of the Appearance) to be 
thoroughly acquainted with every Hiſtorian, 
Greek and Latin; with the heavy Foltos of 
Chronology, as well as the entertaining ones 
of Hiſtory; with every Writer, Few or Chri- 

ian, on the Authority of the Books of the 
Old Teſtament; with the Hiſtory of every 
Nation, and every Age; with the whole Suc- 
ceſſion of ecclefiaſtic polemic Writers; with 


(e) From p- 123, to p. 731. 
5 modern 
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modern as extenſively as with antient Hiſtory; 
with not only its general Hiſtory and Chro- 
nology, but © the Htory of particular 
* Countries, particular Events, particular 
LL Orders, particular Men, Moitorials Anec= 
c dotes, Travels” (b). Such is the immenſe Field 
which this wonderful Man has ſpread for his 
Reader's View, and undoubtedly traced him- 
ſelf. How great his Application, how great 
bis Patience! But we muſt not ſpend all our 
Admiration here: His Sagacity calls even 
for more than his Iaduſtry. Where: ever 
Lord Bolingbroke appears, we ſee the Veſtiges 
of him, RETORMATION OF TasTE, the 
NEW, the WONDERFUL, ſomething which 
No MAN EVER SAID BEFORE: 


I cannot but obſerve here, that tho' ſeveral, 
and ſome very great Men, have written on 
the ſame Side of his Lordſhip, with regard 
to antient, profane, and ſacred Hiſtory, he 
borrows no Authority from any, the greateſt 
of them. Tis ALL HIS owN ; Lord Boling- 
broke knew himſelf; it became him to gave, 

not receive Authority. 


Let us advance l paſtes into the ſub- 
limer Regions of Ernics, METAPHYSICS, 


1 5 PoLIrIc, 
12. 8 


on the general View. 63 


Pol T Ic, the great Man js ſtill ziel 
With 2 Spiri worthy of him, we ſee him re- 


primanding Plato for “ impertinentiy cen- 


te ſuring, in one of his wild Books of Laus, 


(a) an Expreſſion of Solon, which Lord 


Bolingbroꝶe's greater Dis approved. 


He did not cenſure what he did not under- 


ſtand, the Platonic Philoſophy, for, in the 
next Page, we find him intimately acquaint- 
ed with thoſe Ideas, thoſe © increated E, 
« ſences of Platoniſm, which no human 
Creature can practice.. How great does 
he appear, when, in the fame Page, he 
| teaches Divines and Moraliſts the Buſineſs of 
their Profeſſion; in what Order © to place 
« the Objects of the Duties they contem- 
« plate,” a thing which they did not under- 
ſtand? He wiſely begins his Charity at home, 
in Self-Love, as well as his Friend Pope, 
who, we ſee, was only Lord Bolingbroke's 
Di/ciple. His Lordſhip's Chef d ouvre, is 
indeed a NEW InsTITUTION oF ETmcs 
anD Poritics, upon a Plan intirely his 
owN: Moſt pleaſant; as it conſiſts only in 
reading Hiſtory, authentic Hiſtory, which 
he has moſt carefully diſtinguiſhed from fa- 
bulous, that is, antient Hiſtory Mott eaſy ; 


(a) " 146, 


EEE 


66 Encomium of Lord BoLiNGBROKE 
as the whole Method conſiſts only of two 
capital Rules, frequently inculcated; not 
groping in the Dark, and not wandering in 
the Light: And moſt beneficial and recom- 
mending to young Minds; as every one 1s 
to be his own Maſter, and * will ſoon form 
« fo himſelf a general Syſtem of Ethics and 
& Politics upon the ſureſt Foundations (a), by 
e ANALYSING Philoſophy, that is, reducing 
* all the abſtract Speculations of Ethics, and 
« all the general Rules of human Policy, to 
« their firſt Principles (b; and a very 
fmgular Analyſis it is, which does not pro- 
ceed from Abſtract to Abſtract, up to their 
general Principles, in the common Way; but 
analyſes them into the concrete, blended 
with a Variety of Circumſtances, and abſ- 
tracts them at once. Such a wonderful Phi- 
118 is Lord Bol;ngbroke ! 
: 
What appears however In theſe Letters on 
Hiſtory, is but trifling in Compariſon of 
what we ſee in the Letter to Mr. Pope. 
There we ſee that Lord Bolingbroke had a 
Philoſophy ALL mis own, as well as a Me- 


(e) P. 64. 00 P. 145. 
tod 


on the general Fiew. 67 


thod of ſtudying Hiſtory his own. Humi- 
LITY is ſeldom the Attendant of diſtinguiſhed 
Parts; Conſciouſneſs of his Strength is apt 
to make a Man preſuming : But when we 
find an humble Mind with a great Capacity, 
how charming is it! Witneſs Lord Boling- 
broke of himſelf, © Few Men, I believe, 
«© conſulted others, both the Living and 
& the Dead, with / Preſumption and in 
4 greater Spirit of Docility, than I have 
« done.“ But not finding the Conviction 
he expected, © I diftruſted my/elf, not my 
© Teachers, Men of the greateſt Name, an- 
tient and modern (c).“ How atti active, 
my Lord, is ſuch a Temper of Mind in 
Lord BoLisGBROKE, not only of Favcun to 
the humble Man, but of Attention to the Re- 
ſult of ſuch an Inquiry; of Admiration of 
that Sagacity, which diſcovered, that theſe. 
Guides were all but the © Ines Fatui of 
« Philoſophy ;” and of that Underftland- 
ing, Which, by ws own Light (a),“ 
lead the GREAT Man, fo much greater than 
all „the greateſt Names, antient and mo- 
& dern (e), out of all this Labyrinth, 
into the true Road to the true Philoſophy ! 


(c) Letter to Pope, 8v0, p. 450. (a4) P. 451. 
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68 Encomium of Lord Bot.inGzroxs. 


Tis but juſt therefore, that we ſhould ſee the 
whole. Tribe of Philoſophers attending his 


Triumph, in this philoſophical Letter, as we 


have ſeen the whole Tribe of Scholars in the 


others of Hiſtory. Among the reſt, we may 
eaſily deſery PyTHaGoras and PLaTo, 
with theſe Whimfies (a); and Plato's antient 
and modern Diſciples (5); ARTSsTO Tx, 
with his Metaphyfics, and technical Terms, 


and . and Diſtinfions, and H- 


and followed by the WM: Herd of School. 


men; LEIBNITZ, one of the vaineſt and 


moſt chimerical Men that ever got a Name in 
Philoſophy (d), at the Head of his acute 
Diſciples, who indeed make a very filthy 
Figare, being brought from digging for Gold 
in the Ordure of the Schools; and other Ger- 
man Mits (e); and, among the reſt, the Re- 
verend and learned DR. CUDwoRTH, with 
his Divine Cognation (; and even the Man 
of greateſt Authority with his Lordſhip, 
LorD Bacon, from his fantaſtical Spring- 
head * Science, his firſt a and 


2 P. 47% (e P. 454. Y P. 480, 
MATCHI> 


on the general View, 6 9 


MATCHIAVEL, in his Train (g). How prodi- 


gious, My Lofd, is all this Philoſophical 
Appearance | / 


As to the Philoſophy itſelf, that is yet 


among his Lordſhip's precious Anecdotes, in 
proper time, no doubt, to be revealed to the 
World, with due Precaution; when the Phi- 


loſopbical and theological Tribe are ſufficiently. 


expoſed, We have as yet only ſome general 
Account of his FIRST PniLosophy, in 
which, notwithſtanding, we ſee him as great 
a Reformer of Philoſophy, as of Hiſtory. As 
in one we have ſeen him not only driving 
thoſe Necromancers the Chronologers out 
of their Faſtneſſes, but demoliſhing their in- 
chanted Caſtles ; fo, in the other, he has not 
been contented merely to turn off the long 
Liſt of Venerables before mentioned, as the 
Fack-a- Lanterns of Philoſophy ; but, to pre- 
vent any farther Deception, has put out their 
Lanterns too. Theology and Metaphyſics are 
no longer among the Number of the Sciences, 
tho' before placed at the Head of chic: 
Natural Theology, or Theiſm, is abſorbed 
in his firſt Philoſophy ; all the reſt is —arti- 
F186, a technical Term itſelf of Was Art. 


0 456, Abs. Ge 
And 


"4 
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50 Eucomium o, Lord BOLINGBROKE | 
And Metapbyſics, in both its Branches, is 
annihilated, or turned over to the other Parts | 
of his-Lordſhip's mew and true Philoſophy. " on 
In that of Pneumatics, Gop indeed is imma- f 
terial, but he is incomprehenſible, and, as far 
as this Incomprehenſible can be a Subject of 
Speculation, he belongs to the Philo/ophia 
prima : The Human Mind comes under Phy- 
ies, which before were confined to Matten: 
And intermediate Spirits © we neither have, 
% nor can have, any Knowlege of (a). 
And the whole of Ontology, the other Part, 
which, to make uſe of the Philoſopher's 
own Words, © treats moſt ſcientifically of 
Being abſtracted from all Being, de ente 
ce quatenus ens (b), is abſolutely diſcarded 
as a mere Phantom, and the Teachers of it 
along with it, as being the Men, & who 
c have corrupted Natural Theology, and Na- 
« tural Religion, in the Language of vulgar | 
Philobphers Ethics, which, together 7 
Natural Theology, make up the Philoſophia © 
prima of the new e ;——corrupted 


(a) P. 453 

(%% P. 454. Left any toad Critic ſhould here find 
fault with bis Lordſhip's Tranſlation, and waggithly ob- 
ſerve, that Being abſiracied from all Being, is Nen-en- 
tity, or Nothing, J will claim the Privilege of a a 
mytelf, and read for all n. all Beings. 


Cc to | 
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« to ſuch a Degree, that it' is grown, and was 
e fo long ſince, as neceſſary to plead he 


ce Cauſe of God againſt the Divine, as againſt 
{2 ce the Ather/? (c). What animated Piety, what 


a ſpirited Love of Truth! For no Man ſure 
can have ſo lewd an Imagination, as to im- 
pute this to Prefudice in a Man ſo humble, ſo 
docile, as we have ſeen Lord Bolingbroke to 
be. What a wonderful Reformation of Phi- 
loſophy, when it ſhall appear intire, are we 
to expect, my Lord, from ſuch a Reformer, 
fuch a Philoſopher ! When we ſee, in a ſlight 


Account of his Ws PhiloJophy, ſuch a Dif- 


ference between it and a// the Sylt ms of 
all before him. 


One Step more, my Lord, completes this 


great Character. Let us advance ſtill farther - 


into the nobleſt and moſt important of Profe. 


fions, Divinity (d). You'll find this wonderful 


Man as great a Divine, as Philoſopher, tho 


not one of the genus irritabile vatum (c). 


On a moderate Computation, I may venture 


to ſay, tho' I have not the Honour to be 
acquainted with many of them, that not one 


D 


(e) P. 472. (4) Lett. on Hiſt. p. 173. 
(e) Io. p. 174. | 


in 


32 
5 — „ 


e 


n PF 2 of 3 
© or ing 


n 5c 


22 
RY 


R 
7 1 
% * 1 
3 er 


72 Encomium of Lord Bol IN RO KE 

in fifty of thoſe, © who may be called Di- 
te vines, without a Sneer (f),” have read fo 
much in their own Profeſſion, as this noble 
Lord, and not one among * all have come 
up to his Penetration, He appears to have 
read, and to have examined too © the im- 
& menſe Labours of the Chriſtian Divines, in 
. < the ſeveral Communions of the Roman and 
e Reformed Religion (g), relative to the 
Authenticity and Senſe of the Text of the 
Bible, and the Tradition of the Church. 
He has read the Diſputes between Divines 
and Atheiſts; and Divines, and, thoſe who 
have Ears open to proper Proofs, the Theiſls 
). He has read-—not only the Detences 
of Chriſtianity made by modern Divines, but 
by antient Fathers and Apologiſts; knows 
the Method of Defence in both; and what 
Poſts of the Antients, not tenable, have been 
abandoned by the Moderns; and what new 
ones have been erected by them (1). In fine, 
Lord Bolingbroke ſeems to have read All, 
that has been wrote relative to any new, and 


even abſurd Opinions, * from the firſt Pro- 
we mulgation of Chriſtianity to this Hour ;” 


\ | . 
(f) Ib, p. 174. F. 81. > 7 6. 
i x82, 183. 8 


2 ſince 


au the general View. | 73 


: Snce he “is ſure, that Experience abundantly 
* ſhews,“ during the whole time, with 
« how much Eaſe and Succeſs the moſt op- 
| ce paſite, the moſt extravagant, nay, the 
* moſt impious Opinions, and moſt contra- 
e dictory Facts, may be founded on the 
* ſame Text, and plauſibly defended by the 
« ſame Authority” (&). And as to Sagacity, 
he has taught Divines what filly Pains the 
| beſt of 1 — have hitherto taken, and tells 
them how they ought to detend their Reli- 
gion (). So great in the moſt noble and moſt 
important of Sciences does his Lordſhip ap- 
pear, in the Letters on Hiſtory! 


Tho tis certain this great Divine is an 
Enemy to all Myſtery in Religion, yet, what 
his own Religion is, he has left not a little 
myſterious. In his Letters on Hiſtory, eſpe- 
cially towards the latter End of the 5th, one 
would take him to be a Deiſt; but, in the 
latter End of the Letter to his Poet, he ſeems 
to be a Chriſtian (m). This Contrariety of 

Fo. | Appear- 


„„ (1) P. 27 
(m) Comparing Heathen and Chriflian' Ding he 
ſays, They (i. e. the antient Fathers, and modern Dac- 
tors of the Chriſtian Church) had a much ſurer Crite- 


rion than human Reaſon; 14 had divine Reaſon, and 
| the 


74 Encomium of Lord Bor ĩx ROE 
Appearances might poſſibly be reconciled by 
the Diſtinction of an Exoteric and Eſoteric 

Doctrine; was not, what in this Caſe muſt 

be the Exvteric Doctrine, communicated in 

Confidence to an old Friend, and the Eſo- 

teric written for the Uſe of a young Noble- 

man, The Difficulty will, 1 preſume, in 
due time, be cleared up by his Friends, In 
the mean time, we have a Right to conſider 
this great Man, in the Light, in which he has 
been pleaſed to ſhew himſelf in this Letter 
() ; a Light, which will ſhew him greater '|- 
N 5 ewig 


the Word of God to guide them, and to limit their In- 

uiries. How came they to go beyond their Criterion? 

Lett. to Pope 8 Ed. p. 524.; and he concludes the 

whole thus: It remains then, that we apply ourſelves 

to the Study of this jir/? e, without any other 

Guides than the Works, and the Vord of God. 9 

(n) I have met with nothing in the new Works which 

is inconſiſtent with the Appearances, with reſpect to Re- 

A ligion, in this. His Lordſhip has ſeveral ſevere Re- 

flections on Moſes, on the Fewiſh Scriptures, on the 

f Writings of Paul, one or two on Chriſtianity, more on 

; | Chri/tian Theology; but if the Senſe, and the Subject 

treated, is to give the Meaning to the Terms Chri/tian- 

11%, and Chriſtian Theology, it will appear, that he meant 

by them the ſame as in this Letter, artificial Theology, 

not . his Goſpel Chriſtianity, which is comprized in the 

four Goſpels only. Theſe are Lord Bolingbroke's Scrip- 

zures; the Old Teftament, and all the ret of the New, 

he turns over to hs artificial Theology, and treats with 
that Freedom, with which he does every thing relating 

thereto, 
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in Theology, even than before, and place 


his truly wonderful Learning, and Penetration 


in the moſt dae Point of View 3. 
which 1s our prefent Buſineſs, And here, 
uncertain as it is however, what his Chri- 


ſtianity 1 is, tis certain, notwithſtanding, that 


it .is, as well as his Philoſophy, ALL HIS 


ow, and eſſentially different from “ that 
ce Theological Syſtem: of a certain Order of 
« Men, who call themſelves the Church; 

« which they have been employed to make 
e and propagate from the Days of the Apo- 


4 ſtles, and even from theſe Days inclu- 


« ſively” (o). In this THEOLOGICAL Sy- 
STEM, which © they call Chriſtianity,” his 

| Lordſhip includes whatever has been taught 
from thoſe Days to theſe, as Chriſtianity, 
which is not; © becauſe the firſt Preachers 
« of Chriſtianity were not, and they, who 
& preach it ſtill, are not, agreed about many 
« of the moſt important of their, that is, 


the 7 beological Sy/tem, deſcribed in the Para- 


thereto. ** The Duties required to be practiſed, and the 
c Propoſitions required to be believed, are conciſely and 
5 plainly expreſſed in the Goſpel, in the origina 
* Goſpel, properly ſo called, which Chriſt taught, which 
. Bile four Evangeliſts recorded. 3s Vol. 4. Eg. 4. p- 


In 5 Ocdavo Edit. p. 492. 
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76 Encomium of Lord Borlix ROKR 
graph before. His Lordfhip's Chriſtian- 
ity is GENUINE CHRISTIANITY” (a), 
the Worn or Gop (b), Gose, Caur1-' 
STIANITY (e), or that which 7s taught in 
ce the Goſpel by Chriſt himſelf” (d); all the 
reſt | is included in his Lordſhip's new tech- 
cial Theology, by which 
ee genuine Chriſtianity is perverted, and in 
« which it is loſt. “ His Lordſhip's great 
Odject, and which he conſiders as a Du rx, 
« is to EXAMINE and ANALYSE THE 
« Wo x (of this artificial Theology), that 
& he may diftinguiſh what is divine from 
What is human, adhere to the firſt impli- 
« citly, and aſcribe to the laſt no more Au- 
* thority, than the Word of Man deſerves” 
(e): And the Effect of this Examination is 
as engaging, as the Labour of it is aſtoniſh- 
ing ; revealed Religion no longer nflerious, 


« nor the Word of God equrvocal® * 


* 


Thus is Lord Bolingbrole the RES ToRER 
.OF GENUINE CHRISTIANITY 3 and how 
auguſt his Character in this Light! How 


1 495. (b) P. ee & paſſim. (c) P. 496. 
4 P. 507. e) P. 492. YP. 506. 
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prodigious the Sagacity, which was able to 
recover the genuine Religion of Chriſt, which 
was loft, as ſoon as began, which the acuteſt 

Genius, for 1700. Years together, could not 
find out! Nor is the vaſt Application, and 
zmmenſe Reading, which ſuch an Examin- 
ation includes in it, leſs ſurpriſing than the 
Sagacity of ſuch a Reſtoration. 


Your' Lordſhip pews muſt abs me, long 
as I have already been on the Subject, for 
tis an engaging one, to indulge a little, in 
tracing out the Ya/ine/s of the immenſe Work, 

and ſhewing how much this Examination and 
Analyſis, which his Lordſhip patiently went 
thro', as a Duty, includes in it. For this will 
ſhew the great Man to be even greater than 
he has been ſhewn already; to be the firff 
of Men; or, to ſpeak more properly, ſome- 
thing more than mere Man, 


The Mole of artificial Theology, every 
different Syſtem of it, which | had prevailed 
during this ae Time, was to be throughly 
| known; every Doctrine of each was to be 
carefully examined, the Whole to be ana- 
Iyfed, and the W ord of Man to be nicely di- 
I from the Word of God, and the 
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78 Encomium of Lord Bol IN ROKR 
true Senſe from the adulterating Comment. 
A Thing ſcarce poſſible to be done even by 


a Lord Bolingbroke, had he not previouſly 


been moſt intimately acquainted with the 
whole Criterion, all the ſeveral Senſes, which 
each of the Soripture Terms have, and all 
the Places, where every Senſe occurs; which 
could not be had without again previouſly 
conſulting every Place in which ſuch Term 
is found, and comparing it with other. Places, 
and the e. And this, my Lord, muſt 
be done in the oRIGINAL GREEK, at leaſt, 
and by one who underſtands it well; be done 
by Lord Bolingbroke HIMSE LT, in a great 


meaſure; ſuch a Digeſt of Scriptural Terms, 


various Senſes, and the Arrangement of the 


ſeveral Places under theſe Senſes, being, as I 


am informed, tho' of the higheſt Conſe- 
quence, and indeed an almoſt neceſſary Sub- 
ſtratum, to the Interpretation of Scripture 


to any Purpoſe, as yet among the Defiderata 


of Theology. A Fact this, the Truth of 
which, I am told, will appear to any One, 
who will be at the Trouble of examining a. 
few of the Scripture Terms in this manner, 
and then compare them with what we have 
already of this kind: And indeed the Efay 
towards aſcertaining the Senſe of the famous 


Paſſage 
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a in St. Peter by critical Rules (a), 
which I know your Lordſhip has read, as a 


general Piece of Criticiſm, as well as myſelf, 


ſeems in ſeveral Terms een thus traced, 


and particularly in the AGyos Tpopnlnea, to af- 
ford a Specimen of this: The Senſes fo in- 


veſticated, being, they ſay, no-where elſe to 


be found. This previous Work, therefore, 
is of itſelf a Work of great Takei: much 
 Subtilty, and which requires a Mind exer- 
Oy” in it, and you pooch in zhe Language. 


Sir In GR EEK I I know his Lordſhip's 


Enemies will inſultingly cry! Where are the 


Traces of Lord Bolingbroke's Sk:l/ in Greek? 
I anſwer honeſtly, I know not ; but this I 


know, that if his Lordſhip has done the 


Work, he has done it by the Gif? of Tongues. 


Be not ſurpriſed, my Lord; the Diſtinction is 


of Lord Bolingoroke's own making. He has 


placed among the Cauſes of the Corruption 


of genuine Chriſtianity, © Skill in Lan- 


e ouages, not the Gift of Tongues ;” 
yur” are certainly very diſtinct Things. So 


(a ) An E ay 8 aſcertaining the Senſe of the 


and 


much controverted Paſſages in St. Peter's zd Ep. &c. 
printed for Rivington, in St. Paul's Church- yard, 1751. 
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80 Encomiumof Lord Bor nq RE 
that all, that will follow from this petulant 
Objection, is, that if he had not one, he had 
we other. And why ſhould not the Gzzar 
RESTORER of GENUINE CHRISTIANITY, 


ſo long loſt in artificial, have the Gift of 
Tongues, which the firſt Founders of it had, 


and leave the Sill in ee to the r. 


rupters of it? 


I haſt add, that- Gut an 1 as 


his Lordſhip undertook as an Object of Duty, 


does, in the common uninſpired Way, in- 
clude in it not only ſuch @ Labour, ſuch a 
Subtilty of Mind, exerciſed in that manner, 
and fuch a Knowlege of the original Lan- 


guage, but an Acquaintance too with the 
civil and religious State and Cuſtoms, the 


Manners and Opinions, of the People, to whom 
the Word was delivered. Something ſo great 
therefore, or ſomething ſtill greater, Iaſpi- 
ration itfelf, muſt the Enemies of Lord Bo- 
lingbroke allow to be included in the Exa- 


mination he undertook : And which, my 
Lord, muſt we more reverence, -the l 


neſs of the Examination, or 85 MRacih of 
the ä ? 


Nor 
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Nor is this all, this great Man has not 
only reſtored loſt C hriſtianity, but has traced 
out ſucceſſtvely the Means by which it was 
corrupted; and in this Part only the Reading 
is ſo extenſive, as to fill the Compaſs of an 
ordinary Man's Life. In the Letters on Hi- 
ſtory he appears to have read, with the grtat- 
% Exadtneſi, the Fathers of the firſt Cen- 
tury, and has occaſionally quoted ſeveral of 
thoſe of the ſucceeding Centuries; but here 


he cites the whole Bulk almoſt of the Fa- 


thers, and the Sehoolmen (a Cart-load at leaſt 
of heavy Folios, very heavy to a Man of 


Lord Bolingbroke's Taſte), and has cited them 


on ſuch an Account, as no Lover of Truth, 
or indeed Man of Honour, could do, much 


leſs a Man ſo removed from all Preſumpifat 


as Lord Bolingbroke ; unleſs he had read 
them well, and was throughly verſed in their 
Writings ; that is, in order to charaferize 
and cenſure them, and, on ſuch Character 
and Cenſure, to found the Rejection of his 


Artificial T. Geology. 


"wok my Lord, is the W whick 
the general View of Lord Bolingbroke's great 


and diffuſive Learning, of his immenſe Read- 


ing, of his amazing Sagacity, naturally 
* makes 


82 Encomium of Lord Bol IN GBRORR. 
makes on the Reader: Such the Admiration 
of the wonderful Man; and ſuch his Au- 
THORIT V, thence defived! on the Mind; 
and on tHe Mind. of thoſe moſt, who are 5 
leaſt capable of Judging * | 


Upon the Whole, my ory on the ge. 
neral View of theſe Letters on Hiſtory, and 
the Letter to Mr. Pope, Lord BoLINGBROKE 
appears to be The FouN DER oF A NEW 
IxsTITUrION or MokxALITT AND PoL I- 
Tics, — The FouN DER OF A NEW PI- 
LOSOPHY,— The RESTORER OF GENUINE 
CHRISTIANITY : And the Aſſemblage of 
all is BoLiNGBROKEISM., What Age, my 


Lord, has produced /uch a Man! 
I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


ES + ⏑ #4 


LE T. 


LETTERXK 
Criteria of Lord BOLINGBROKE, on a more 
ferne Examination. 


February 28th, 1784. 
My Live: 2 2. 1754 

OUR Lordſhip, I believe, will eaſily 
allow, that I have done ample Honour 

to Lord BoLiNGBROKE's Character, as an 
Author, on the Subjects of the Letters, 
about which you deſire my Opinion: Nor 
am I ſenſible of any Injury done the Gentle- 
men, who have appeared againſt him, I have 
ſhewn, that nothing of Conſequence has 
been done to zmpeach that great Appearance 
of Learning, all muſt allow to run thro” 
theſe Letters; which, if it was Appearance 
only, ought, as a capital Point, to have been 
ſhewn to be only Appearance. The Superi- 
ority J have given his Lordſhip to them, is 
too evident to be denied : But then it ſhould 
be remembred, that this is Superiority of 


. 8 and Authority, not of Truth : — 
| M 2 That, 


84 Criteria of Lord BolIx GROEE, 
That, be Lord Bolingbroke ever ſo greata Man, 
he is But a Man ſtill, and the humanum eff 
errare will ever cleave to him. This, my 
Lord, infers EXAMINATION ; nor can any 
Pree-thinker decline it, who remembers his 
* ; F | 


” . 


| You muſt low me here, my Lord, to 
obſerve too, that the nfitnating Partiality, 
which is derived from Lord Bolingbroke's 
being one of Nur ſelves, and is ſo apt to ſtick 
on your Lordſbips, and which may appear ſo 
becoming Nobility, is, after all, a mere /e16/Þ 
Partiality, a vlgar Sacrifice of Fruth to our 
Paſhons. If a Man of Quality, on an im- 
partial Examination, adopts Lord Boling- 
broke's Notions, tis Freedom of Mind, and 
becoming himſelf; but if he follows Lord 
Bolingbroke, becauſe he was Lord Boling- 
broke, becauſe it is the Faſhion, and he ſees 
other People of Diſtinction doing' it; tho” tis 
Lord Bolingbroke that leads, and they are 
Men of Quality who follow; nor Title, nor 
Birth, can cover it from being the Meanneſs, 
and Servility, it really is: In ſuch a Caſe the 
Noble Lord becomes as much one of the 
Herd, as his Valet, or Attorney's Clerk. 


But 


* 


on a more particular Examination. 8 5 


But I muſt go farther; and, as a Free- 
thinker, obſerve, that ſome of Lord Boling- 
 broke's moſt diſtinguiſhed Advantages are ſo 
far from inferring Acquieſcence in his Au- 
thority, that they infer not only Examin- 
ation, but SUspICIoN, Such, my Lord, is 
his Style, ſuch are his Parts, ſuch is the 
wonderful Appearance of ſo much Learning, 
and recondite Knowlege. You'll expect, un- 
doubtedly, my Lord, that I ſhould explain 
myſelf. 1 


Lord Bolingbroke's STYLE, which ſo much 
raiſes, ought, in Reality, to lower his Au- 
thority ; and for this plain Reaſon, —77 is 
not the Style of Truth; its End is pleaſing, 
and it carries Deception with it. I am not, 
my Lord, talking of the Grcogneſs or Badneſs 
of the Style, but as it 77/zares the Mind, and 
draws off the Attention from the Truth of 


what is faid, to the Manner of ſaying it. 


We ſeem to talk of Good and Bad in Style, 
juſt as we do of wholjome and unwheiliome in 
Diet; forgetting our old Proverb, that what 
7s one Man's Meat, is another Man's Poiſon : 
Whereas Goodneſs or Badneſs of Style ſeems 
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to me, my Lord, as much relative to the 
Subject, and the Perſons, for whom it is de- 
ſigned, as good and bad in Diet is to Con- 
| fitution. The Style of Truth is undoubtedly 
that of the PLAIN AND SIMPLE, which pre- 
ſents Things to the Mind of the Reader, juſt 
as they ariſe in the Mind of the Mriter; 
which neither has, nor ſeeks, any other 
Beauty, but that of Purity, and Perſpicuity 
of Order and Expreſſion ; which has little 
Figure, and ſcarce any Trope, but neceflary 
| Metaphor : This is the proper Characteriſtic 
of it, be it that of the more diffuſed of Nar- 
ration and Explication, or the ſhorter one of 
Didactic. The Goodneſs of it, and of the 
two Species of it, lies in its being ſuited to 
the End, which is to relate, or explain Truth, 
or to teach it in ſhort, to thoſe who are well- 
diſpoſed to receive it, By Simplicity of Style 
the Underſtanding is lead direfly to the 
Truth; all other Beauty, as it would only 
'tend to draw off the Attention from the 
Thing to the Dreſs, is inconſiſtent with the 
End in View. But were the Paſſions to be 
applied to, or the Perſons not diſpoſed to re- 
ceive the Truth; then would another Style 
become neceſſary: Pleaſing and moving the 
Paſſions would then be the End, and the 
2 true 


on a more particular Examination. 87 


true Means, in order to that End, would 
make the Goodneſs of the Style, Thus, what 


was Truth of Style in XENoPHON and ARI 


STOTLE, would become falſe in CickRxO or 
DEMosSTHENEsS : The Manner muſt be de- 
termined by the Perſons addreſſed, and that 
becomes bet, which is moſt likely to pleaſe 
beſt. But then, my Lord, tho' this be the 
true Style, yet it is not the Style of Truth; 
for it anſwers the Purpoſes of Fallacy, as 
well as of Truth. Fallacy has no other to 
make uſe of, but Truth often has. So that 
it, properly ſpeaking, is the Style of Falſe- 
| hood, and carries the Face of Deception ; 
and, as ſuch, it always requires a Perſon to 


be upon the Guard, that he be not deceived \ 


by 1 It. 
Such, my Lord, is confeſſedly Lord Bo- 


lingbroke's Style; and the better, and more 


entertaining it is, the more is it to be /u- 


Speetea, and the more ought the Truth of 


| What is conveyed under 1t to be examined, 


A Man muſt have his Eye open to nothing, 
dut Argument and Evidence, that can with- 


ſtand the Faſcination of this kind. Your 
Lordſhip, I know, will do this; and then you 


* be convinced by Lord 2 and 
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not deceived; as the Man is, who is lead * 


the Soothings of Style, tho' he be lead into 
Truth; for he all the while is miſtaking 
Eloquence for Argument. This being gene- 
rally like to be the Caſe, when there are 
Ten that read for Entertainment, or for the 
Sake of Talking, to One that reads only for 
the Sake of Truth ; this ought eſpecially to 
have been obviated by the Writers againſt 
the bewitcheng Man, as indeed a capital 
Point: Nor do 1 know how this could have 
been done, with regard to the Time-killers 


and Impertinents, but by oppoſing Pleaſing 


to Pleajing. Thoſe, who read for higher 
Ends, can only be reminded, how much they 


ought to be upon their. Guard againſt De- 
ception on both Sides, and to call off the At- 
tention of their Minds, from the Manner, to 
the 7. Bing itſelf. 


That his Lordſhip had great Parts, an 
abounding Imagination, Vit, Spirit, and, 


what is more, that which we call Fine Senſe, 


I readily allow, and all in as great a Degree 
as your Lordſhip pleaſes: But the Queſtion 
is, whether theſe are the Parts, which qua- 
lify for a Guipe. For as ſuch a Man is re- 


cogniſed, when we A to his Authority, 
ay | and 


en a more ye particular. Examination. 89 


and acquieſce in it. Now the Talents of the 
Mind, which give Authority to their Poſ- 
ſeflor, as a Guide, are thoſe of the exact 
kind, Great Vivacity, abounding Imagin- 
ation, Wit, are not thoſe of the exa&, but 
thoſe of the entertaining kind: They natu- 
rally lead to Pleaſare, and indiſ poſe for Ap- 
plication, unleſs by Fits and Starts, And 
when to theſe, that natural Sagacity, which 
we call fine Senſe, is added; it, will only, 
give a Glimpſe of Truth, not the full View 
of it; will put us in the readieſt Way of 
finding it; but to arrive at it, eſpecially if it 
lies remote, great Patience, and unbroken Ap. 

plication of Mind, are neceſſary. To theſe, 
Vivacity and Imagination are Obſtacles, 


which muſt be broke by Habit of Applica- 


tion, before the Man of Parts can acquire. 
that patient Subtilty of Mind, which readily 
diſtinguiſhes Truth from the Likeneſs of it, 
and forms the Man of Judgment; the Fa- 
culty, which, among thoſe of the Mind, is 
the proper Qualification for conſtituting a 
Guide. Without this, the other will only 


ſtrike out ſomething new and ſurpriſing, 
ſomething ſuperficial, but nothing ſolid, no- 
thing to be relied on. There are no Pre- 
dackions whatever, which are leſs to be de- 
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pended on, which are more likely to deceive, | 
than the Productions of great Geniuſes of this 
kind. Their Parts are as apt to miſlead 
others in their Notions, as they do themſelves 
in the Conduct of Life. That theſe were 
Lord Bolingbroke's Parts, and great undoubt- 
edly they were, is paſt queſtion : Whether 
he had broken them into a ſound Judgment, 
is the Point in Queſtion ; on this his Autho- 
rity, as to Genius, depends, and this can be. 
known only by Examination. ; 


Whether an Author, of this Turn of Ge- 
nius, has taken the Pains to correct the Ex- 
travagances of it, and formed himſelf into a 
Man of Fudgment, may, in a good meaſure, 
be known, independent of the Truth, or 
Falſhood, of his Poſitions. There are ſome 
Men of Probity I know in the World, who, 
without any Deſign to deceive, merely from 
Luxuriance of Fancy, deſcribe ſo ſtrongly, 
that their Acquaintance can never rely upon 
them for the Circumſtances of a Story, nor 
form any Judgment of a Thing from their 
' Repreſentation. They know they muſt make 
Grains of Allowance ; but, the Misfortune 
is, they know not how many. Such ſtrong 
Colours ing in an ac of this Turn, in Sub- 

jects, 
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jects, where the Excellence of the Portrait 
lies in the true Likeneſs, is a ſhrewd Sign 
that Imagination is ſtill indulged ; and the 


Rronger are the Srgns, the leſs is he to be 
e. | 


If he be Wund Ae tiling or indo 
lently taking upon truſt; if this be frequent, 
be his manner ; it may be looked upon as a 
Full Conuiction, that he ſtill follows und:/ci- 


plined Nature; nor is his Word to be taken: 


His Authority, as a Writer, is nothing. — 
The Thoughts of ſuch an Author will be 
brilliant, but will want Order, and, if the 
Subject be of any conſiderable Extent, Con- 
fphtency. Brilliancy is the Haunting Daughter 
of Fancy; but Order and Conſiſtency are the 
Children of patient Thinking and Review, 


irkſome Taſk-maſters to the volatile Mind, 


to whom the unbroke Genius cannot fubwilt. 
In a Writer of this Character, the Reader 
will be entertained much, but learn little. 
Let him at proper Intervals ſtop, and reflect 
what he has learned from what he has been 
reading; and if he finds it to be a ſplendid, 
verbal Nothing, or a glittering, confuſed 
Something; if, upon the Review of the Whole, 


he finds it not of @ Piece; he ſees the Cha- 
1 racteriſtics 
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ractetiſtics of an unſubdued Imagination. 
Nothing great, nothing ſolid, nothing that 


can be relied on, is to be expected of him on 


that Subject; nor indeed much on any: He 
lies under a kind of natural Incapacity, and, 
if he produces any thing of real Moment, ho 
may be ſaid to deceive us, as well as he he 


only pretends to it. 2 


Ti rare, very rare, that the entertaining 
and the guiding Genius meet in one; but 
when they do, they form the truly great 
Man. The Man of Entertainment, we are 
Pleaſed with ; the Man of Judgment we 
eſteem ; but ihe Man of both we revere. Na 

Reverence however ought to preclude Exa- 
mination ; ſince, without it, 'tis but pinning 
our Faith on another's Sleeve, and is, in 
.every one who is capable of Examination, 
moſt abſurd. Tis indeed intirely giving up 
the Free-tbinker, the Thinker for himſelf, 
the Character to which he would aſpi pire. 


When a Man of Imagination has a Paſſion 
for figuring it, according to his Lordſhip's | 
Exp reſſion, as an Author, and aſpires to 
foal that Way; if he be a Genius of a 
lower Claſs, tis probable he will be content 

with 
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with only ſaying old Things, in à new man- 
ner, will only here and there ſacrifice Truth 
to a brilliant or ſtrong Expreſſion : But if he 


be & Genjus of the firſt Claſs, and has that 
natural Sagacity, we have been ſpeaking of 


in a great Degree, tis an odds but that he'll 


court Fame in a manner more becoming; his 
Elevation; will ſtrike out ſomething, which 
ſhews Penetration, and conceive a Paſſion for 


the New and UN co,, in the Subjects 


of which he happens to be fond. If it be 
any Part of Literature, ſuch a Genius will 
make a little Learning go a great Way. If 
he remembers Names well, has Art and Ad- 
dreſs, keeps to Generals, and treats his Sub- 
ject in a manner unheſitating, with the Air 
of a thorough Maſter; he will make a mo- 
derate Share of Erudition appear wonderful, 


eſpecially to thoſe, who have no great Share 


themſelves. If he goes farther, and has ſome 
favourite Grand Scheme of his own, the Ra- 
pidity of his Genius, unchecked by Diſci- 
pline, will carry bim into Impetuoſity ; he 
will, with a kind of Fury, lay waite what- 
ever lies in the Way to obſtruct the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Scheme on which his Glory 


e eee Opinions, and Syſtems 
ſanckified by * Pref cniption, whether true 
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94 Criteria of Lord Bor IN SBRORE, 4 
or not, will fall before him, and the greateſt 
Names be treated with very little Cere- 
mony. Comet-like he will Ange one World, 


and drown another, in his rapid eccentric 


Has Lord Bol:ngbroke any Appearance, 
that ſeems to look this Way ? His Enemies 
charge him home with an immoderate Love 
of Novelty : His warmeſt Friends will own 
he had his favourite Plan: The Point is, 
whether Truth or Fame was his Object? If 
Himſelf, HiMseLF will appear 20. Him- 
ſelf,” his Superiority to other great Names, 
will ſtand foremoſt to View, and Truth only 
appear in his Train. If TruTn be really 
the Thing at Heart, he will be impartial, 
exact, ſcrupulous, in the Inquiry ; in the 
Propagation, though zealous, yet prudent ; 
will not awaken Prejudices, if he can elude 
them; will endeavour to reconcile rather 
than exaſperate; and will ſacrifice His ow 
Fame to the Intereſts of Truth, if neceſ- 


ſary. 


A Man of diſtinguiſbed Parts is very rarely 
the laſt who takes notice of that Diſtinction: 
And indeed, in this ind of Parts, which 
5 ſhines 


on a more particular Examination. 95 
ſhines moſt of any in Converſation, tis im- 
poſſible he ſhould. Every Hour is ſhewing 
the Difference between him and common 
Men; he cannot but ſee it himſelf, and ſee 
it too with Complacency ; and this Compla- 
cency will ſoon become Vanity, if he be 
not much, very much on the Guard, But 
this is not the worſt; a good-natured Va- 
nity, eſpecially when 1t has ſo much to ſup- 
port it, is eaſily excuſed ; when it is inof- 
| fenſive, it generally produces no ſeverer a 
Cenſure, than does the ſame Senſe of Supe- 
riority in a Beauty, — « She is a fine Woman, 

but ſhe knows it:“ But Vanity, thus con- 
ſtantly fed, is apt to become PRIDE and 

CoNTEMPT OF OTHERS. No Name has 
any Authority wich a Man thus ptoud, but 
his own His own Deciſions become Axtoms, 
are never brought into Review, never more 
examined. Thus he becomes a. DoGMA- 
TIST ; thinks it enough oftentimes to deliver 
his Opinions without any Reaſons, and ex- 
pects that the Reader ſhould pay the ſame 
Deference to them, as he does himfelf; 
Should this Superiority of Parts, thus zm- 
proved, be attended with a malevolent Caſt of 
Temper ; or Diſappointments in Life fret 4 
ah naturally benevolent, into Maleva- 

lence ; 
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Jence ; Oppoſition and Diſappointment, in- 
Read of mortiſying ſuch a Pride, will only 

make it more ſullen, and carry the Man into 
OUTRAGIOUS SARCASM, and CONTEMPT 
of every thing, and every body, he diſlikes. 
Thus, by a natural, inſenfible Gradation, Con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſuperior Parts is apt to grow 
into Vanity, Vanity into Pride, Pride into 
Dogmatiſm, and, if Maleyolence be added, 


into rancorous Sarcaſm and Abuſe, 


Sock a Tempe as this, is, of all others, 
the leaſt fit for Guiding; as the Dogmata, 
delivered with all the magiſterial Airs of the 
conſummate Learning, and Experience, and 
Wiſdom of Seventy, ſhall, after all, perhaps 
be no more than the Reveries of Twenty-five. 
In ſuch a State of Mind, the Man's Opinions, 
inſtead of being the Reſult of free Inquiry, 
are the mere Dates of his Paſſions, and 
' early Prejudices, or thoſe which roſe after- 
wards from his Paſſions, and adventitious 
| Connexions and Oppoſitions of Life: And 
in ſuch a Writer, the Repreſentations of Per- 
ſons and Things will not be according to 
their Nature, but according to the Degree of 
Approbation, or Diſlike, they happen to have 
with him, A Writer of this Character is ſo 
5 I far 


65 


on a more particular Examination. 97 


far from 'meriting any Altention as a Guide; 


as a Man, If this Turn of Mind becomes 


Turn, it will diſcover itſelf in the Ef- 


fects deſcribed above, uniformly toward All, 
Perſons, and Parties, and Orders of Men, 
Opinions, and Syſtems, againſt which he has 
conceived a Diſlike, and toward all in Pro- 
portion to his Diſlike; if it is directed only 
againſt ſome, it is not Temper, but a Pas- 
SION againſt this or that particular Object. 


If the former, it deſtroys all AuTHorITY | 


on ALL Subjects; if the latter, only on thoſe 
PARTICULAR OR 


It may — be fappoſed, that Ar- 


_ tification was not the Gift of ſuch a Genius 
as Lord Bolingbroke, at leaſt in his juvenile 
Years. But, if we admit this, it will not 
follow, that he nurſed Vanity into Pride, 


Pride into Dogmatiſm, or ſuffered the Diſ- 


appointments of his Life to ſour his Tem- 


per into ſatyric Malevolence. His Enemies 


indeed charge him with ſomething, with 
much of this kind, whether Temper or Paſ- 
ſion; but the Word of an Enemy is not to 
be taken. Thus however it becomes a Mat- 
ter of * Inquiry, and the Marks given 

O above 


that he becomes a juſt Object of Indignation 


98 Cri nice) Lord Borchen, 


= above the neceſlary: CRITERIA, whether, or 

in how. far, Lord Bo/inghroke ought to have, 
5 in this reſpect, utherity as a Guide. 

1 One Thing mu, I think, be. allowed, 
8 that of all Men, no one ever knew how to 
| place any thing he deſbiſed in a more deſpi- 
Pi cable Light, than Lord Bolingbroke, But | 
635 Mould his Enemies impute this to a pro- i 
* portionable Degree of Pride, they would 
* carry Things much too far, as it may pro- 
4 ceed from another and better Cauſe, an ex- 
5 traordinary Vein of Humour. The Queſtion 
5 then again is, To whether of the tao is it 
7% owing? The Characters and Effects of the 
ws two. are diſtinguiſhable enough to one of 
= your. Lordſhip's Eye. One carries a good- 
5 natured Humour with it; the other abounds 
35 with Sarcaſin; at one we only laugh, the 
'# other excites a kind of angry Scorn, 

. Tis true too, that many of his Lordſhip's 
720 Opinions and Sentiments are delivered in a 
1 dogmatic Way; they reſt only upon his Au- 
1 #hority ; and the Reader has no more for the 
5 Truth of them, than his Word: But then tis 
To as true, that many of the great Maſters of 
. Antiquity have uſed this Way. For In- 
44 N 8 ſtance, 
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ſtance, the Apboriſns of HtPPOCRArESC 


have deen; for above two thouſand Years, 


the Phyſitiatt Goſpel. They are received as 
Truths formed by Tnduction from a great 


Variety of Obſervations ; for the Truth and 


Carefulneſs of which, the Divine old Man, 


with a profound Venerativn, is relied on. 
This, as it is the horte, ſo is it too perhaps 
the only practicable Way in Caſes of B- 
duction, where the Particulars are almoſt in- 
finite, In delivering Synthetic "Truths, as 
the Deduction is generally not fo long ant 
operoſe, there ſeems to be leſs Occaſpn for 
it; yet even here, from the Maſter to the 
Diſciple, or, in caſe the Deſign be to excite 
Inquiry and Inveſtigation, the manner may 
be right enough. There is certainly Dig- 
nity in it; it carries with it the Idea of maj- 
terly Knoolege ; and, the more poſitruely the 


Dogma is delivered, the greater is the Au- 


thority. Hence is it, on the other hand, 
that Poſitiveneſs, Pride, and an overweening 
Conceit, without the Knowlege and real Au- 
thority, often aſſume the manner, and have 


often the ſame Effect on the Mind of the 


Reader; eſpecially when the Name of the 
Dogratift, or the Inexperience of the Dif- 
ciple, gives that Authority, which is due only 
O02 to 
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to real Knowlege. Inexperience knows not 
how to believe, that what is delivered with 


ſuch an Air of Certainty, can be falſe, or 
to reconcile, with common Honeſty, a Man's 
vouching that before all the World, of which 
he is not ſure; and when it ſees the Dogma- 
tiſt a Man of diſtinguiſhed Name for Parts 
and Learning, it yields itſelf up to his Au- 
#horily, and puts itſelf under his Guidance, 


| Now, whether Lord Bolingbroke was a 
A + Maſter, or a conceited Scioliſt, in 
the Subjects he treats with ſuch an Air of 
Diſtinction, can only be known by examin- 
ing; lince the Manner is the ſame in both. 
When his Enemies infer from hence Pride, 


they go 700 far; when his Friends implicitly 


ſubmit to it, as the genuine Effe& of maſ- 
terly Knowlege, they a do not go 
Jar enough. 


I have faid likewiſe, my Lord, that the 
Appearance of /o much Learning, in this 
great Genius, infers not only Examination, 
but Sayſpicion. To explain the Paradox: 


His Learning and extenſive Knowlege appear 


ſo prodigious, that, when the firſt Heat of 
Admiration is over, one cannot, when one 
= takes 


. —ññ—ß—— ——— — r +. 44 "a : 
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an a more particular Examination. o- 
takes into the View a Life, in the firſt Part, \ | 
diſlipated with Pleaſure, and a great while = 
after with Buſineſs, and, almoſt. to the End 
of it, with Political Schemes, but susp ECT, | 
that there muſt be. ſome Art, ſome Manage- * 
ment, in the Appearance. That Lord Bo. =— 
lingbroke, tho' the moſt ſagacious of Britons, _ 
with ſo few Materials, ſhould be ſo much „ 9 
better a Judge of the Beginning of the Hi- = 
ſtoric Age among the Greeks, than the moſt 
learned of the Romans, with ſo many more 
Materials ; ſo much better as to convi him 
of miſtaking FivE HUNDRED YEARS OUT 

oF SEVEN——That his Sagacity ſhould be 
able, contrary to the UNIVERSAL CONSENT 
of all the Learned before him, to diſcover, 
that the Hiſtoric Age, among the Romans, 

lay farther back in Antiquity, than the Hi- 
ſtoric Age among the Greets—— That he 
ſhould, at TwenTy, ſee farther into the 
Foundations of Chronology, than the moſt 
celebrated Names at SixTY — That No 

ONE before, tho' many had written of the 
Study of Hiſtory, ſhould have any Notion 
of the true Uſe of it That Lord Boling- 
broke, beſides this Superiority to all others 
in Subjects of Hiſtory and Politics, ſhould 
bear the PALM or PHILOSOHY too from 

| all 
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all the Philoſophers before him, antient and 
ee he ALONE, for he does not 
appear to tread in any Man's Steps, but to 
reſt ſolely on his own Sagacity, ſhould be 
able to recover genuine Chriſtianity out of 
the ſucceſſive Mutilations, Corruptions, Ad- 
ditions, and Transformations, of artificial 
Theology, for ſeventeen hundred Years to- 
ether—is ſo pRODIOIOUs, that it cannot, 
when we coo! into Reflection, but a little 
ſtagger our Faith, and lead us to ue; or 
we muſt implicitely believe, on his own 
Word, Lord Bolingbroke to be ſomething 
more than Man, or at leaſt than any Man 
that ever lived before him. When we turn 
our Thoughts to his Reading, the Appear- 
ance is too immenſe to be believed, at leaſt on 
the mere Appearance. He appears to the 
Reader to have peruſed, —In Hiftory and 
Chronology, All the GREEK and Roman 
Hiſtorians, EuskBIUs and SYNCELLUS; all 
MODERN Hiſtory, Memorials, Anecdotes, 


Travels, Sc. ScalIGER, PETavius, MAR- F 

SHAM, USHER :—— In Philoſophy, PLATo, L 
ARISTOTLE, the LATER PLATONISTS (and 

ſeveral, and dark ones they are), and EVERY 

MODERN Philoſopher from Bacon down- 

wards :=——[In — ALL the FarRHERSs, 

the 
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the ScuooLMEN, EVERY SYSTEM of artifi- 
cial Theology, the antient and modern Apo- 
logiſts, all the Controverſy between Chri- 
ſtians and Atheiſts, and Chriſtians and De- 
iſts, between Proteſtants and Papiſts, and, in 
ſhort, every PoLEMIC WRITER. This 
added to the fcamer, and the Circumſtances 
of Life, under which all this was done, taken 
in, is ſo poRTENToOUs, that I cannot but 
SUSPECT, at leaſt I ſhould be aſhamed to 
own J did not, that his Lordſhip had at leaſt 
made the mo} of Things, and placed him- 
| ſelf in rather too wonderful a Light: And: 
what, my Lord, does this infer ? Examin- 
ATION, and ſuſpending all Authority till 
ſuch Examination. The warmeſt and young=- 
eſt of his Lordſhip's Admirers cannot ſure 
but allow the June, of the Inference. 


On the other hand, a Slip or two of his 
Lordſhip's have been carried to far, in or- 
der to leſſen his Authority as a Man of Let- 
ters. Other Things have been imputed to a 
bad Cauſe, which may in their Nature be 
imputed to a good one; and I doubt not, 
but, as the Remainder of his Lordſhip's 
Works ſhall be communicated to the Public, 
we ſhall have Jre * freſb In- 
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vectives. In order to do Juſtice to his 
TLordſbip's Memory, and to Truth, and from 
general Invective, and general Panegyric, 
which is but giving Vent to Paſſion on both 

Sides, and will leave the Matter as much af 

looſe, as it found it, to direct the Attention 

to ſome RuLes or JUDGING, which will 
bring the Point nearer to a Concluſion ; it 
ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary previouſly to fix 
the requrfite Criteria, by which we may be 
able to judge of his Lordſhip's Merit, as an- 
Author, By theſe his Friends will be en- 
abled to judge with more Preciſion; and 
his Enemies may poſſibly ſpare themſelves 
the Trouble of impertinent Reflections. As 
theſe Criteria are GENERAL, and drawn 
from the Nature of Things, we by them 
may form a judgment of any Author of 
Genius, as well as his Lordſhip; and, in 
this Caſe, I hope they may be of ſome Uſe, 
whether they have any Effect on the oppoſite 
- contending Parties (for to the oppoſite con- 
tending Parties I find theſe Obſervations muſt 
be offered), in the Caſe of Lagd Bo/ingbroke, 
or not. e 


This ſeems then, my Lord, the TRUE 
i MANNER, in which we ſhould enter upon” 
the 


the Examination of Lord Boltngbroke's 
Works, and judge of tbe Author, as we go 


along. If his Lordſhip s Friends have read 


him without examining, how likely they are 


to be deceived in the Judgment they may 
have form'd ; how mean and unbecoming their 


Character, as Men of Diſtinction, or Free- 
dom of Thought, the Acquieſcence in ſuch a 
Judgment is, may, in ſome meaſure, be ſeen 
from the Reflections of this Letter; in which 
no more Suſpicion is intended to be inſi- 
nuated in the Obſervations on his Lordſhip's 
Style, Turn of Genius, the natural Paſſions 
and Habits of ſuch a Genius, and his aurþo- 
ritative Manner, prodigious Diſcoveries, and 
immenſe Reading, than was thought neceſ- 
ſary to induce them to ſuch an Examin- 


ation. 


To induce your Lordſhip to it, I know I 
need fay nothing, nor of the Neceſſity, on 
ſuch an Examination, of a Mind quite diſen- 
gaged from all Propenſion to any thing but 
Truth, in order to ſee on which Side TRUTH 


lies. You are ſo ully convinced, that, with- 


out the one, there is no reading rationally ; 
and, without the other, no thinking Freely ; 


that I have only to wiſh your Lordſhip, 
* 
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midſt the Diffpation of Buſineſt, Leiſure * 
enough for the rational and amuſing Reſfta- 


rative; for Leiſure, and a diſengaged Mind, 


Examination moſt Rocky 1 8 


Whether 1 e ſuggeſted any thing hs ; 


cerning Controverſy, I know not; but this 1 
know, that I have honeſtly and impartially 
bought, and wrote what I thought: And if 
1 have doiie 70 more, your Lordſhip will be 
pleaſed to remember, that I have done, how. 
ever, all that was deſired by the Earl of 
„ or promiſed by 8 1 4 
I: „„ ane | 
<1 409 obedient bumble Servant, 


* * * * * * * 3 


: ERRATA : 
p. 30. A 15. "For THIS read-H18. P. 60. Now, fo 


nit ber then gave me, nar have, read this neither > 
nor has. P. 68. 1. 7. for theſe, read ther. . 79 " 5. "for 


opiſſund, read . 


